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____________________ 

 

Messiah ENewsletter for February 8, 2023 
 

On the web… go to messiahlutheranmqt.org for more information about our 

congregation and “like” us on Facebook to receive updates and information there. 

__________________________ 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church seeks to be a welcoming community for all people.   

This includes people of every race, ability, sexual orientation and gender identity, ethnic 

background, economic grouping, religious affiliation, and political persuasion.    

We do this simply because God created all people in God’s own image  

and Christ Jesus came so all people might have abundant and eternal life.   

We may not always be as welcoming as we should be,  

but this is our intention—all are welcome! 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

___________________________ 
 

Lenten Devotionals 

Copies of a Lenten devotional booklet titled “Seeking: honest questions for deeper faith” are 

available on our welcome table.  The devotions are from A Sanctified Art. Please help yourself.  

__________________________ 

 

Door Issues 

We are having some problems with our ground level outside door.  It is not opening when you 

press the button.  We are contacting someone to come and fix it. It may take a couple of days.  

We will update you when it is repaired.  Thank you for your patience.    



___________________________ 

 

The Psalms Class – Final Meeting Tonight! 

What’s a Psalm?  Who wrote them?  Why do people recite them in church?  Why are some of 

them scary?  And WHAT ARE THESE THINGS FOR?  If you’ve ever wondered about these 

questions – or have other entirely different questions about the Psalms – join us tonight at 7:00 

pm for a one-hour evening session on the Book of Psalms.  Bring your questions, bring a Bible, 

and come ready for surprises. 

Allan E. Johnson 

___________________________ 

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember – February & March 
  

February 8  1:30 pm Worship at Brookridge – Today! 

February 8  Psalms Class at 7:00 pm tonight 

February 14 Grief Group at 6:00 pm; weekly meeting ends on February 28th 

February 22 1:30 pm Worship at Brookridge 

February 22 Ash Wednesday; Worship at 6:30 pm 

February 26 Hildegarde Johnson Music Scholarship deadline 

March 1  Community Meal 6:00 pm 

March 1  Lenten Worship at 6:30 pm 

___________________________ 

 

Earthquake Relief 

“I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to me, hear my words.”  (Psalm 

17:6) 

 

Dear friend, 

This morning we work to the news that two powerful earthquakes had hit Turkey and 

significantly impacted neighboring Syria. The first was a magnitude 7.8 earthquake in south 

central Turkey, followed hours later by a magnitude 7.5 quake in the southeastern part of the 

country. The two quakes have devastated Turkey and Syria, collapsing thousands of buildings 

and damaging infrastructure. Over 2, 000 people have been killed and thousands more have 

been injured, yet search-and-rescue efforts are only in the early stages. A cold and snowy 

weather system now moving through the region complicates the response efforts. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response and its partners are prepared to accompany our neighbors 

impacted by these earthquakes. One hundred percent of your gifts to “Middle East Crisis” go to 

supporting earthquake survivors and other people affected by disasters in the region. 



 

Lutheran Disaster Response has been active in this region for several years, partnering with 

ACT Alliance, the Lutheran World Federation and the Middle East Council of Churches to 

accompany Syrian refugees and internally displaced people with food, water, shelter, health 

services and sanitation support. The epicenter of one earthquake lies near Turkish provinces 

that host hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees, which will only exacerbate the refugee 

crisis in the region. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response is committed to supporting ACT Alliance and other partners in 

responding to these earthquakes. Even as the sun was rising on the first earthquake, ACT 

Alliance member organizations began distributing emergency supplies, including medicines, 

bedding and other relief items. A comprehensive response will be coordinated as the full extent 

of the impact becomes clearer. 

 

By standing with earthquake survivors in Turkey and Syria, we follow Christ’s call to share hope 

and healing with our neighbors in need. 

 

With gratitude  

The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Fund 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

Your gift is needed for earthquake survivors. Please go to disaster@elca.org to make a 

contribution online. Checks or money orders can be sent to: Lutheran Disaster Response P.O. 

Box 1809 Merrifield, VA 22116-8009. Or give by phone at 800-638-3522.   

___________________________ 

 

Pancakes on Pilgrimage 

Please join NMU Campus Ministry for their fundraiser: Pancakes on Pilgrimage. It will be held 

at Common Grounds (927 W. Fair, Marquette) on Sunday, February 19 at 1:00 pm. All 

proceeds go towards a once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage to the Isle of Iona for campus ministry 

students. Join them for an afternoon of flapjacks and fun!  Suggested donation is $10.00. 

___________________________ 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner at Immanuel in Negaunee 

Our local Lutheran churches  (The Northern Great Lakes Synod of the ELCA Conference 8) will 

be hosting a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner for our local congregations and the wider 

community. What is a Shrove, you might ask? Shrove is a word that comes from the word 

“shrive” meaning to absolve or hear confession. Shrove Tuesday or Shrovetide is the eve of 

mailto:disaster@elca.org


Ash Wednesday and thus Lent. It is a joyful day to celebrate and feast on items that you might 

be abstaining from in the more penitential season of Lent. So come, join in the community, and 

feast on some pancakes with a variety of decadent toppings from 4:00 to 7:00 pm at Immanuel 

Lutheran Church in Negaunee. This meal is free, but there will be the option of a free-will 

donation that benefits Lutheran Campus Ministry at NMU and their upcoming trip to Iona 

Scotland. 

___________________________ 

 

Zoom QiGong 

Zoom QiGong for Health & Wellness, Balance & Fall Prevention. Tuesdays, 12:00 – 1:00 pm –

Diana Magnuson 906-362-9386/ magnusondiana@gmail.com 

___________________________ 

 

Messiah Birthdays 

Feb 8 No birthdays 

Feb 9 Claire Bennett, Everett Davis, Marion DeLarye, Sarah Stevens 

Feb 10 Julia Crimmins, Lowell Larson, Jr. 

Feb 11  Ken Bullock 

Feb 12 No birthdays 

Feb 13 John Sarkela 

Feb 14 Jennifer Pikka, Ed Puska 

Feb 15  No birthdays 

Feb 16 Mary Beth Carstens, Jackie Gilbert, Vickie Paupore 

Feb 17 Diana Magnuson, Pr. Andrew Plocher, Grace Wurster 

Feb 18 Betsy Cooper, Scott Taylor 

Feb 19 Tori Wiese 

Feb 20 Sandy Grenke 

Feb 21 No birthdays 

Feb 22 Dave Dagenais, Lando Gummerus, Christine Thomas-Echelbarger 

___________________________ 

 

OWLs (Older, Wiser Lutherans) 

OWLs (Older, Wiser Lutherans) - usually 55 or older, but all are welcome!! Please join the 

OWLs on Mondays at 10:00 am to walk. We walk various distances and various speeds, but we 

definitely catch up on our chatting and reconnecting! We meet at the SW entrance (main 

entrance) of the Dome. The Dome is usually open for walking, but please know that 

occasionally, it is closed. The Dome schedule is available online. After walking, coffee is always 

in order either at the PEIF or at a local coffee shop. Please feel free to text or call Louise or 



Betsy for more information. (The church office will give you the phone numbers.)  All are 

welcome, and we hope to see you soon!! 

___________________________ 
 

In the Hospital 

Please inform the church office when you are hospitalized. Pr. Andrew Plocher & Pr. Molly 

Eversoll would like to visit you while you are there. If you can’t notify Messiah, please ask a 

family member to do so. 

___________________________ 

 

Hildegarde Johnson Music Scholarship – 2023 

Applications are being accepted for anyone with interest in applying for the 2023 Hildegarde 

Johnson Music Scholarship.  The applications are available on the welcome table outside the 

church office.  Please turn in completed applications to the church office by Sunday, February 

26, 2023.   

Hildegarde Johnson was a member of Messiah and was passionate about music.  Members of 

the Hildegard Johnson Music Scholarship Team will evaluate the applications and inform 

recipients in March.  Funds from this scholarship can be used for private music lessons, music 

camp, purchase of an instrument or music supplies, music books, or sheet music.  Scholarship 

funds will be awarded to actively participating Messiah members who are in elementary, middle 

or high school.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office. 

___________________________ 

 

Baby Care Kit Collection 

The Rachel Circle will be collecting items in February for the Baby Care kits that we assemble 

for Lutheran World Relief.   

The kits contain the following items in 12-24 months sizes: 

*Lightweight cotton T-shirts (no onesies) 

*Long or short sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet) 

*Bath size bars of Ivory soap equaling 8-9 oz. in original wrapping 

*Hand towels, dark colors 

 

The above items are the ones most needed.  We are also accepting: 

*Jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with hood or include baby cap 

*Pair of socks 

*Diaper pins or large safety pins 

*Receiving blankets (could be crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn up to 52 inches square) 

*Cloth diapers, flats-fold preferred 

*Monetary donations are also welcomed and may be dropped off or mailed to the office. 



The Rachel Circle would like to thank you in advance for your help and contributions. There is a 

collection bin by the office. 

___________________________ 

 

Book Study 

“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s 

eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?” Matthew 7:1, 3 

 

Yes, but how do I go about seeing the log in my eye? God provides many ways, because there 

are many different people. One tool for self-exploration is the Enneagram. The Enneagram is 

an ancient personality typing system that has often been used to assist in personal and spiritual 

growth. Beginning on Monday, March 6 at 6:00 pm, Messiah will be doing a 4-week book study 

that introduces the Enneagram. The book, “The Road Back to You” by Ian Morgan Cron is 

available for purchase in the church office for $10.00. 

___________________________ 

 

In Our Prayers 

Cookie Aho; Lucy; Jane Phillips on the passing of her brother, David; Brittany; Michael Holman; 

Paul; Ben; Paul Wainio; Sandy Grenke; Don Grisham; John Kiltinen; Rick; Kathy; Evelyn; Akira 

Carlson; Ed Gagnon; Rick Castillo; Karen Eldevick; Kathy; Janet; Grace; Shannon; John & 

Rose Collins; Hillary & family; Glenda, Romel, Daniel & Fernando; Carol Ontto; Billy & Kathy S.; 

Linnea Mensching; Becky Johnson; Lu Swanson; Scott Johnson; Leesa; Jesse Wright; Pat 

Lelvis; Marshall Lovan; Bromley; Peter; Alli & Johan Elsenbroek; Susan & David Shaver; Ken 

Smith; Marcos & Gladis; Shawn; Mae Desonia; Lisa Douros; Marjorie Vidlund; Tina & her 

roommate; Matthew, Ernest & Joyce Williamson; Jim Shirtz; Wayne Hanmer; Karen Johnson; 

Sierra; Charlene Avery.  

___________________________ 

 

Pastor on Call: 

Pastor Andrew is on call: February 8-15   

Pastor Molly is on vacation February 8-13 

__________________________ 

 

Worship Volunteers  

 

Saturday February 11 – 5:00 pm in the atrium 

Assisting Minister  Chris Kotila 

Communion Assistant: Karen Kimar-Johnson 

 



Provide Refreshments: Karen Kimar-Johnson 

 

Sunday February 12 – 8:30 am in sanctuary, on 101.9 FM, Vimeo/Facebook 

Assisting Minister:  Grant Soltwisch 

Reader:     Larry Pagel 

Ushers:    Al and Gail Edgar 

Communion Assistants:  Beth Krznarich, Mike Coyne, Dave Blomquist, and Larry Pagel  

Greeters:     Penny Streeter, Sherry Labbe 

 

Provide Refreshments for Coffee Hour: Helen Steinhoff and Darlene Martin 

 

Sunday February 12 – 10:30 am in sanctuary, on Vimeo/Facebook 

Assisting Minister:  Mike Hill 

Reader:     one needed 

Ushers:    Dave and Jill Luoma  

Communion Assistants: Kerry McGinley, Karen Burkman, Mike Hill, Joan HIll 

Greeters:    two needed     

Projection Technician: Lesley Williams  

 

Nursery Attendant on Sunday: Mike OSullivan 

Altar Flower delivery:   Jan Julian      

 

 

Announcements and Classified Ads 
 

Marquette City Band Concert 

The Marquette City Band will hold its Winter Concert this Sunday, February 12 at 3:00 pm in 

Kaufman Auditorium. The band is directed by Dr. Stephen Grugin. The concert will feature 

Nancy Zimmerman on piano. A reception will follow the concert. Admission is free; donations 

are accepted.   

 

Pictures & Percussion 

 The Marquette Symphony presents “Pictures & Percussion” on Saturday, February 25, 2023 at 

7:30 pm at Kaufman Auditorium. Tickets for the general public start at $15.00; tickets for 

students start at $10.00.   

 

Poetry without Borders 

Join the NMU Department of Languages, Literatures and International Studies for an evening of 

poetry to celebrate the linguistic diversity of NMU.  It will be held on Thursday, February 23 at 



5:30 pm in the Northern Center Peninsula II Room.  Would you like to read or perform a poem 

during this event?  The only rule is this: the poem needs to be in a language other than English.  

You can read in a language that you study, or one that you just love to read aloud.  Please 

contact Dr. Anna Zimmer (anzimmer@nmu.edu) with any questions.   

 

Do you have an announcement? 

Send announcements & ads to Jen Dodge (jen@messiahlutheranmqt.org). Send concert or 

performance information, yard sale announcements, party invitations, requests for babysitters, 

yard maintenance, rooms for rent and items for sale. E-newsletter deadline is 12:00 pm on 

Tuesdays. 

___________________________ 

 
  Messiah Contact Information  

Messiah Lutheran Church    Phone:  906-225-1119 

305 W. Magnetic St.     Fax:  906-225-5025 

Marquette, MI 49855     Email: office@messiahlutheranmqt.org 

       Website: https://www.messiahlutheranmqt.org/ 

Pastoral Staff 

Senior Pastor - Andrew Plocher 

Associate Pastor - Molly Eversoll 

 

Office Staff 

Parish Administrator - Jennifer Dodge 

Administrative Assistant – Kathy Godec 

Parish Accountant - Mike Hill 

Financial Secretary – Anne Rydholm 

Messiah Custodian - Kevin McGrath  

 

Music Staff 

Music Director - David Dagenais  

Bell Choir Director - Judy Quirk  

Organist - Kathy Strazzinski  

Pianist - Lynne Lanczy 

mailto:anzimmer@nmu.edu
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