
1



2 3

February 26, 2023
First Sunday in Lent

 

Flowers:   To the Glory of God & In Loving Memory of...  
  * Helen Johnson from Ernest Johnson & family 
  * Lloyd Steinhoff on his birthday from his family 
 
Radio:  To the Glory of God...  
  *  from Messiah
 

Livestream:  To the Glory of God...  
  *  from Messiah

Upcoming Events - March & April 
March 1 Community Meal at 6:00 pm 
March 1 Evening Lenten worship Service - Mountain Vespers -   
  at 6:30 pm 
March 1 God, Violence & Power with Dr. Katie Deaver at 7:15 pm  
March 4 Visitation for Margaret ‘Cookie’ Aho at 10:00 am 
March 4 Funeral for Margaret ‘Cookie’ Aho at 11:00 am with  
  appetizers to follow 
March 6 Book Study at 6:00 pm ‘The Road Back to You’ 
March 8 Lenten worship at 6:30 pm 
March 8 God, Violence & Power with Dr. Katie Deaver at 7:15 pm  
March 13 Book Study at 6:00 pm ‘The Road Back to You’ 
March 15 Lenten worship at 6:30 pm 
March 15 God, Violence & Power with Dr. Katie Deaver at 7:15 pm  
March 20 Book Study at 6:00 pm ‘The Road Back to You’; and March 27th 
March 22 Lenten worship at 6:30 pm 
March 22 God, Violence & Power with Dr. Katie Deaver at 7:15 pm  
March 29 Lenten worship at 6:30 pm 
April 2  Palm Sunday 
April 5  Community Meal at 6:00 pm 
April 6  Maundy Thursday worship at 6:30 pm 
April 7  Good Friday worship at 6:30 pm 
April 8  Easter Vigil at 5:00 pm 
April 9  Easter Sunrise worship at 6:30 am at McCarty’s Cove 
April 9  Easter worship at Messiah at 8:30 & 10:30 am 
April 10 Messiah’s office closed for Easter holiday

Dear People,
I don’t know about you but thinking about my own mortality is not my 
favorite thing. The past month I have been really feeling my mortality. And 
now, don’t laugh at me, I know I am only 31, but us younger adults have 
struggles too. It started with a fall down some stairs and a sprained ankle. 
Then, a fun yet exhausting vacation filled with swollen ankles and about 
20,000 steps walked each day resulting in utter exhaustion. Then, coming 
home to a cantankerous cold (praise God it was not Covid). All in all, a lot 
of mortality and a lot of feeling like my body was failing me. That’s why I 
always find it curious that people tell me that Lent is their favorite time of 
the church year because it begins with our community gathering on Ash 
Wednesday to remember our mortality through the sign of the cross visible 
in the ashes upon our foreheads and the words: remember you are dust and 
to dust you shall return. Thinking about my body as dust doesn’t give me the 
warm fuzzies but, whether we are cremated or buried in the top of the line 
casket, we all return to the earth eventually. And, maybe it is this truth that 
we find so comforting about Lent. Lent offers us the freedom to name what is 
often taboo in society: we all will die, we all will return to the earth. We don’t 
have to hide the truth of the pain or sadness of that from the time of Ash 
Wednesday to the remembrance of the death of Christ on the cross on Good 
Friday. What we so often as a society try to pretend doesn’t exist becomes 
plain truth in the life and death of Jesus. Lent offers us a time to reflect on 
that and to open the space for hard conversations that death and dying might 
hold: the fears, the pain, the sadness. And yet, in the midst of that truth Lent 
also offers us another truth - the resurrection. I don’t know how God will res-
urrect our bodies from ashes, but I do know that God’s imaginative power is

bigger than anything my little mind could cook up. In the sobriety of Lent we 
carry in our hearts the knowledge that Easter will come and the resurrection 
will be present. But let’s not rush, let’s dwell in the freedom that Lent offers 
us, let’s have the hard conversations, let’s take the time with God through 
quiet reflection, Wednesday evening worship, Katie Deaver’s class or Nancy 
Hamlin’s book study. Let’s enjoy the time of intentionality that Lent offers as 
a way to confront our death but ultimately to be closer to God. 
Blessings on this Lenten season, Pr. Molly

Radio Broadcast, Flowers & Livestream Sponsorship 
We are in need of sponsors for upcoming radio broadcasts, flowers & 
livestreaming. If this is something you would like to support, please contact 
the office & share what you would like written for your sponsorship. You can 
reach us by phone at 225-1119 or email at office@messiahlutheranmqt.org. 
The cost of the Radio Broadcast or Livestream sponsorship is $110. The cost 
of flower sponsorship is $20.
Keep in mind, you can sponsor any of these three in memory or in honor of a 
loved one.
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  Messiah’s Newsletter

February 26, 2023 
Volume 105, Issue 3

Articles for 
Weekly Announcements 

are due by 6:00 pm  
each Wednesday

Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for articles to be included in our 
April newsletter is Monday, March 20, 2023.

On Call 
Pr. Andrew Plocher:  March 1, 5-8, 12-15, 19-22, 26-29 
Pr. Molly Eversoll:  March 2-4, 9-11, 16-18, 23-25, 30-31 

Messiah Calendar
Monday, February 27
10:00 am  OWLs Walk 
12:00 pm  Days for Girls 
  7:00 pm  AA 
  7:00 pm  Bell Choir 

Tuesday, February 28 
11:00 am  Staff Meeting
12:00 pm  QiGong (zoom) 
  1:00 pm  Knotty Knitters 
  5:30 pm  Superior Handbells
  6:00 pm  Grief Group 
  6:30 pm  Cub Scout Pack Mtg 
  7:00 pm  Male Chorus 

Wednesday, March 1 
10:00 am  Playgroup 
10:00 am  Women Reaching 
Women 
12:00 pm  PEO Lunch/Movie 
  5:00 pm  Senior Choir 
  6:00 pm  Community Meal 

  6:30 pm  Lent Worship 
  7:15 pm  God, Violence & Power

Thursday, March 2
  9:00 am   Quilting 
10:30 am   Koinonia Bible Study 
  5:00 pm   Building & Grounds
  5:30 pm   MOPS

 Friday, March 3 
   9:00 am  Senior Men’s Bible   
     Study 
  
Saturday, March 4 
10:00 am    Visitation-Cookie Aho 
11:00 am    Funeral-Cookie Aho
  5:00 pm   Worship

Sunday, March 5 
  8:00 am  Senior Choir Rehearsal
  8:30 am  Worship-Traditional 
10:30 am  Worship-Contemporary
  5:00 pm  Centering Prayer

Your Prayer Requests 
At every Saturday & Sunday worship service, we ask people to fill out a 
welcome card that is found in the bulletin. The card asks people to put their 
prayer requests on the back, and these requests are prayed for every Tuesday 
morning at Messiah’s staff meeting. If you wish to have your name or a loved 
one’s name read during worship, please call the office or let the pastors or 
Jen know. We will need to get permission before we include anyone’s name 
in the worship prayers. 

Community Meal - March 1st  
Ralph & Pam Christensen will be making the community meal on Wednes-
day, March 1st. The meal starts at 6:00 pm & is served to you through the 
kitchen window.
Ralph & Pam will be making corned beef & cabbage, potatoes & carrots. 
They will have cookies for dessert. We look forward to enjoying a warm din-
ner together. Hope to see you Wednesday evening in Magnuson Hall!

In The Hospital  
Please inform the church office when you are hospitalized. Pr. Molly Eversoll 
& Pr. Andrew Plocher would like to visit you when you are there. If you are 
unable to notify Messiah, please ask a family member to do so.

Messiah’s Theologian-in-Residence Begins 
This Lent we welcome Dr. Katie Deaver as Messiah’s inaugural Theologian-
in-Residence. 
A Theologian-in-Residence is a trained theologian who works to bridge the 
gap between the academy and the local church. They bring an attentiveness 
to the intersections of academic, activist, and ecclesial (church) engagement. 
They also serve to bridge the forefront of religious scholarship and to bring 
a passion for re-imagining our ordinary, common, messy life as the site of 
divine encounter and revelation. In other words, they help us think about 
God and wrestle with big questions. 
Katie M. Deaver, Ph.D. is a native of Viroqua, WI. She holds a BA in Music 
and Religion from Luther College in Decorah, IA, as well as MATS, THM, 
and PHD degrees in Systematic Theology and Ethics from the Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago. 
Katie's primary research interest focuses on understanding theologies of 
atonement within the contexts of power and violence in present day soci-
ety. While she considers herself a scholar, it is her personal faith in God and 
God's people which inspires her to approach theology in ways that are acces-
sible for the people in the pews on Sunday morning. 
Since moving to the UP in 2018 Katie has enjoyed camping and hiking in the 
summer and snowshoeing and NMU hockey in the winter. She currently 
works as the Associate General Manager for ONE LICENSE, a sacred music 
licensing service.
Katie will be teaching a class on “God, Violence, & Power” on Wednesday 
evenings (March 1, 8, 15, & 22) at 7:15 pm, following our Lenten Worship 
Service.
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Messiah’s Birthdays
                                 March 2023 

     Wednesday 1 No birthdays

     Thursday 2  Darlene Dreisbach, Cadyn Grim, Chris Harkness, Landon 
Hewitt, Dave Luoma

     Friday 3  Alesia Braund

     Saturday 4  Alexis Armstrong, Gabriel Armstrong

     Sunday 5  Lucas Boehlke, Angie LeDuc, Kathy Maynard, Nancy 
McCombie, Sara Moyle

        Monday 6  Camden Fitzpatrick, Mark Forsberg

     Tuesday 7  Sheryl Dellangelo, Josie White

     Wednesday 8  Jacob MacPhee, Zehydan Wash, Matt Wiese

           Thursday 9  Kevin Johnson

         Friday 10  No birthdays

         Saturday 11  Julie Blemberg, Sarah Janda

         Sunday 12  No birthdays

         Monday 13  Fred Maynard

       Tuesday 14  Darley Kemppainen

     Wednesday 15  Beth Krznarich, Kathy Strazzinski

     Thursday 16  Hazel Benam, Molly Dellangelo, Lori Nelson, Emma 
Peterson

       Friday 17  Sara Parks, Patty Roose, Jim Shirtz

     Saturday 18  Steffani Baker, Sam Elder, Dave Gilbert, Kristen Gordon, 
Amy Jo Klas, Isaac Larson

     Sunday 19  Keith Abraham, Josie Braund

     Monday 20  No birthdays

    Tuesday 21  Maddie Dykema

         Wednesday 22  Morgan Matthews, Brad Muscoe, Michael Sauer

     Thursday 23  Bruce Gauthier, Darren Smith

     Friday 24 Dan Niemi

 Saturday 25 Herb Grenke, Allan Johnson, Drew Peterson

         Sunday 26   No birthdays

 Monday 27  Ryan Voskuhl

     Tuesday 28 Dick Balding, Jerry Godec, Laura LeBoeuf, Emily Paupore

 Wednesday  29  Jack Mendelin

 Thursday 30 Jeff Dodge, Dennis Gustafson

 Friday  31  Janet Skytta
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  Lectionary Readings -  March 2023
 March 5  Second Sunday in Lent 
 Reading  Genesis 12:1-4a  
 Gospel  John 3:1-17
         

 March 12  Third Sunday in Lent 
 Reading  Exodus 17:1-7 
 Gospel  John 4:5-42

 March 19  Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 Reading  First Samuel 16:1-13 
 Gospel  John 9:1-41

 March 26  Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 Reading  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 Gospel  John 11:1-45

UP Wild 
Sunday March 26 at 4:00 pm:  U.P. Wild’s Nature Prayer Service, Morgan 
Chapel 201 E Ridge St (childcare with kid’s activities available)
For more information contact Lanni at lanni@upwild.org or 906-251-0065.

OWLs (Older, Wiser Lutherans) 
OWLs (Older, Wiser Lutherans) - usually 55 or older, but all are welcome!! 
Please join the OWLs on Mondays at 10:00 am to walk. We walk various 
distances and various speeds, but we definitely catch up on our chatting and 
reconnecting! We will begin meeting at the SW entrance (main entrance) of 
the Dome. It is usually open for walking, but please know that occasion-
ally, it is closed. The schedule for the Dome’s hours is available online. After 
walking, coffee is always in order either at the PEIF or at a local coffee shop. 
Please feel free to reach out to Louise or Betsy for more information. (You can 
call the church office for their contact info). All are welcome, and we hope to 
see you soon!!

In Our Prayers 
Please remember the following people in your prayers at this time:  Betsy; 
Tom; family & friends of Margaret ‘Cookie’ Aho upon her passing; Lucy; Brit-
tany; Michael Holman; Paul; Ben; Paul Wainio; Sandy Grenke; Don Grisham; 
John Kiltinen; Rick; Kathy; Evelyn; Akira Carlson; Ed Gagnon; Rick Castillo; 
Karen Eldevick; Kathy; Janet; Grace; Shannon; John & Rose Collins; Hillary 
& family; Glenda, Romel, Daniel & Fernando; Carol Ontto; Billy & Kathy S.; 
Linnea Mensching; Becky Johnson; Lu Swanson; Scott Johnson; Leesa; Jesse 
Wright; Pat Lelvis; Marshall Lovan; Bromley; Peter; Alli & Johan Elsenbroek; 
Susan & David Shaver; Ken Smith; Marcos & Gladis; Shawn; Mae Desonia; 
Lisa Douros; Marjorie Vidlund; Tina & her roommate; Matthew, Ernest & 
Joyce Williamson; Jim Shirtz; Wayne Hanmer; Karen Johnson; Sierra; Charlene 
Avery
You may call the church office if you would like a person listed in the prayers. Please 
obtain permission from the person to list his/her name. We also appreciate updates as 

Introduction to Centering Prayer - Workshop 
“Be still and know that I am God.”  Psalm 46:10
Centering Prayer is a receptive, deep method of silent prayer that prepares 
us to receive the gift of the experience of God's presence within us.  It pres-
ents ancient Christian teachings in an updated form. Centering Prayer is 
not meant to replace other kinds of prayer; rather it casts new light on them.  
This method of prayer is a movement beyond conversation with Christ to 
communion with Christ.  Through the regular practice of Centering Prayer, 
many people discover the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, self-
control.
The workshop will introduce the four guidelines of Centering Prayer and 
will include two 20 minute silent Centering Prayer sessions. The teachings 
are based on Father Thomas Keating's book, Open Mind, Open Heart. Follow 
Up materials and resources will be provided.  A donation is suggested for 
the presenters traveling expenses. This workshop will be held in-person at 
Messiah on Saturday, March 25th from 8:30 am - 12:30 pm in the atrium.
The co-presenters are the Reverends Jackie Falk and John Keller.  Please 
RSVP to Laura Petrie at petriedish57@gmail.com

Book Study - March 6th 
Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. Why do you see the speck in your 
neighbor's eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? Matthew 7:1,3
Yes, but how do I go about seeing the log in my eye? God provides many 
ways, because there are many different people. One tool for self-exploration 
is the Enneagram. The Enneagram is an ancient personality typing system 
that has often been used to assist in personal and spiritual growth. Beginning 
on Monday March 6 at 6:00 pm, Messiah will be doing a 4 week book study 
that introduces the Enneagram. The book, “The Road Back to You” by Ian 
Morgan Cron is available for purchase in the church office for $10.
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To view our calendar, 
updated daily, please go to 
messiahlutheranmqt.org

To view our calendar, 
updated daily, please go to 
messiahlutheranmqt.org 
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QiGong/Tai Chi – Tuesdays and/or Thursdays 
Zoom QiGong Exercises for health, wellness & fall prevention, core strength 
and joint health, Tuesdays, 12:00 – 1:45 pm, Thursdays 1:30-2:00 pm –Diana 
Magnuson is the contact for this class, if you need her phone number, please 
reach out to Messiah’s office or email her at magnusondiana@gmail.com

LWR Personal Care Kits - March & April 
Ruth Circle will be collecting items for Personal Care Kits during March and 
April for Lutheran World Relief. People who must flee their homes quickly 
do not have the time to pack essential items. These kits can help refugees 
maintain personal hygiene while living in exile. The kits are a reminder to 
those receiving them that someone cares for them.
Items needed for each kit include: 
                                   1 bath towel, dark color preferred 
                                   1 toothbrush, adult size in original wrapper 
                                   1 comb, large toothed preferred 
                                   1 metal nail clipper 
                                   2 bath size bars of soap
Donations can be placed in the Personal Care Kit container in the narthex.  
Monetary donations are also welcomed to purchase needed items, just write 
'Personal Care Kits' on the check memo line.  Thank you for helping!

Worship Services Begin at Brookridge Heights Assistance 
Living & Memory Support
Worship services for the nine members of Messiah Lutheran Church and 
other residents of Brookridge have begun. Services are held on the 2nd & 4th 
Wednesdays of each month at 1:30 pm.
Nine lay volunteers from Messiah lead worship, and accompany the hymn 
singing. Attendees have also been blessed with special music by Debra Carl-
son, Dave Carlson’s daughter.
The first two services were attended by all residents who are Messiah mem-
bers, several non-Messiah residents, guests from Messiah and employees of 
Brookridge.
The service follows the ELCA Order of Worship with confession and forgive-
ness, readings from scripture, homily, Prayers of the Church, The Lord’s 
Supper, The Lord’s Prayer & Benediction. Hymns familiar to most attendees 
are sung throughout the service.
Members of Messiah who may be interested are invited to attend. No prior 
notice is required.

Synod Assembly / World Hunger
A QUESTION:  WHAT DO COWS, QUILTS, PIE, PASTORS RIDING A TRI-
PLE BIKE ACROSS THE COUNTRY & SUNGLASSES HAVE IN COMMON?
During Lent we highlight the work of ELCA World Hunger in preparation 
for our participation in the Hunger offering at the synod assembly. ELCA 
World Hunger is the ministry arm of our church, it is the way we do ministry 
throughout the world.
Our congregation has always provided strong support for ELCA World 
Hunger. Last year we raised $7,930.96 of the $30,000 received at the assem-
bly. We are an important part of this churchwide effort.
We already have a challenge gift from a generous member of our congrega-
tion. Larry Pagel has offered to match the first $2,000, so we are hopeful we 
will equal or exceed last year’s total.
We ask that any gifts to be given through Messiah, noting that it is for the 
Synod Assembly World Hunger Offering. Funds for this offering will be re-
ceived during Lent and until May 14. This year’s assembly is May 18-20 and 
will be held at NMU.
Thanks in advance for your support of this effort.
ANSWER:   ALL WERE THEMES FOR PROMOTING RECENT HUNGER 
CAMPAIGNS. Next month’s newsletter will describe some of the highlights. 
Stay tuned.

First Communion 
Pr. Andrew and Pr. Molly will be holding a First Communion class on Satur-
day, April 1st from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. This class will be for children and/
or grandchildren and their caretakers to attend and to learn about the Last 
Supper, the Sacrament of Communion, and how we as Lutherans understand 
God’s presence in the Meal. It is open to all children, and if you are a curi-
ous adult, you are welcome too! There is no age limitation to our love of God 
or welcome into the church, if you think that your child or grandchild is at 
an age where they are wondering about the Sacrament and eager to receive 
Communion, you and they are welcome to attend. We will also bake com-
munion bread together on that Saturday and celebrate First Communion on 
Maundy Thursday (Thursday, April 6th at 6:30 pm). Please make sure that 
you can attend both the class and that service. Please sign up if you are plan-
ning to attend by Sunday, March 26th. You can email or call the church office 
or email Pr. Molly. 
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Devotions Link 
www.prayfaithfully.org is an on-line devotional reading service maintained 
by the Northern Great Lakes Synod and written by various pastors and lay-
persons.  

Passages 
In Sympathy to: 
* Family & friends of Margaret ‘Cookie’ Aho who passed away on February 
12th. Her funeral is Saturday, March 4th at 11:00 am with visitation starting 
at 10:00 am. There will be light refreshments following the service.
In Celebration of: 
* Our newest member, Amy Jo Klas. She typically attends our 8:30 am wor-
ship service. Please welcome her when you see/meet her!

Happy Anniversary! 
Happy Anniversary to the following in March:
Sharon Fluette & her husband March 1 
Larry & Betty Brunton  March 7 
Bud & Chrys Hendrick  March 8 
Jon & Diana Magnuson  March 13 
Scott & Deb Vanlerberghe March 15 
Terri Bocklund & her husband March 18 
Jim & Cathy Winkler  March 20

Fundraiser for LCM Trip 
Please join us at Messiah on Friday night, March 24th at 7:00 pm for Lutheran 
Campus Ministry’s musical fundraiser in the sanctuary followed by a dessert 
reception in the atrium.
The program is titled, "Songs for the Journey". There will be music, stories 
from campus ministry students and sharing of Celtic wisdom. It will be a 
wonderful evening filled with talent!

Thank You from Ginny Olson’s Family 
Thank you for the altar flowers, cards, prayers and condolences on the recent 
death of H. Virginia ‘Ginny’ Olson. 
From, Pam Olson-Clark & Joyce Peterson

Fortune Lake News 
WonderDays: March 18, 2023 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 pm  
Whether you’re looking for mindfulness tools and practices, a chance to 
explore the outdoors, a creative outlet, or just an afternoon of family fun, 
WonderDays is the place for you.  
WonderDays is a series of free events taking place on one Saturday after-
noon each month from January through April 2023.  Activities for all ages are 
provided by Fortune Lake Camp and the Crystal Falls Contemporary Center 
through the generous support of the Iron Area Health Foundation.  We can’t 
wait to see you at this all new event!
One Wonderful Day Recording now available 
Wish you could’ve attended the performance of the original musical “One 
Wonderful Day”?  Wish you could relive the memories of that wonderful 
day?  You can!
Written and produced by camp staff alumni, this  original musical is a love 
letter to Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp and God’s work in this Place of Grace.  
It incorporates classic camp songs with original orchestral arrangements 
and choreography to tell the story of a day in the life of Fortune Lake on 
the stage.  One Wonderful Day was rehearsed in only one short week by an 
enthusiastic intergenerational group of campers.  It was performed at the his-
toric Crystal Theatre in downtown Crystal Falls on August 6, 2022.  We hope 
it brings back fond memories of Fortune Lake for you.
A recording of this historic performance is now available.  If you’d like to 
receive access to the link, go to www.fortunelake.org and follow the link to 
make a donation of your choosing to Fortune Lake and they will email you a 
private link of the recording.

Jen Elsenbroek’s Quilt Give-A-Way 
The second quilt I gave was to a client who came with nothing. No, I take 
that back. He had been living outdoors in temps below freezing. So, ev-
erything he came with had been frozen to the ground. While GLRC does 
provide bedding for those who don’t have any, the blanket is rather thin. 
I wanted to give this man warm things. I found the heaviest quilt that had 
been donated and bought him warm socks.
This man was thrilled. He said, “Oh I wish I could somehow write who is 
giving this to me and the date! I want to remember this forever!” I gave him 
a fabric marker so he could do that. I truly believe God used the quilt to give 
this man hope. I am so glad that I can be part of these Holy Spirit moments.
Thank you, Chaplain Jen

New Free Store Update 
We are temporarily suspending the collection of items for the New Free Store 
and have put our New Free Store collection box in storage until April. 
The New Free Store is on the move! The store will be moving to a new loca-
tion in Harvey. The New Free Store will be closed from February 16 through 
all of March. Due to our move, we will not be accepting donations until April 
5. Please hold your spring and summer donations until then.
We look forward to seeing both new and returning shoppers at our new 
location at 2210 US 41 South (between Wolverine Door and Michigan Made).  
Watch for our Grand Opening on April 5. 
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From Jen Elsenbroek 
Dear Messiah Family,  As my internship comes to a close and I am looking 
forward to Approval in the Northern Great Lakes Synod, I am filled with 
gratitude!
I thank God and Messiah for the unique opportunity I had to complete my 
internship in my home church. What a gift! It has been a joy.. It is also won-
derful to be able to stay and continue some of the ministries I have started.
While I would never use the word ‘great’ to describe a grief group, I would 
say that the grief group that has been meeting at Messiah has been a won-
derful support to many! Grief is a heavy load for anyone to carry and I am 
glad I have been able to accompany people carrying that heavy weight. I will 
continue to offer grief groups on a quarterly basis, as needed.
Another wonderful fulfilling ministry I have had the joy of being part of is 
visiting homebound members. I cannot think of a more joyful experience 
than visiting a beloved child of God who is feeling forgotten! I will be con-
tinuing to volunteer in some capacity in this important ministry.
Playgroup is a much needed ministry in this community. While Marquette 
is a wonderful, family friendly town; many caregivers feel they just need 
a place to come and be accepted while they allow their children to learn to 
socialize. It has been a pleasure to watch the group of caregivers bond and 
support one another. During this school year there have been a total of 27 
different caregivers and their children!
My internship was divided between Messiah and GLRC. One of the very best 
things about my internship has been the bridges that have been built be-
tween Messiah and GLRC. As Chaplain, I have been able to transport clients 
to church; I have been able to bring Bibles from Messiah to GLRC; clients 
have come to Messiah with a need; and clients have been able to volun-
teer at Messiah. When I was offered the job as Chaplain at GLRC, I knew I 
could further connect Messiah with Great Lakes Recovery Centers, and that 
brought me joy and confidence!
I met Bishop Curry when he came to NMU a few years ago. When I was able 
to share with him my hopes and dreams for ministry, he said “Keep on kee-
pin’ on”. That is my mantra. Thank you, Messiah (especially my internship 
committee), for your support and encouragement. I wouldn’t be where I am 
without you!   - - - Shalom, Jen

Worship Volunteers 
In January, Kathy Godec & Jen Dodge held some training sessions for those who are in-
terested in volunteering during any of our three regular worship services. We have some 
outlined expections or processes for each of the volunteer duties, to make the volunteer 
job easier and we will include a few in this and the next couple newsletters. Please let 
us know if you have any questions and/or if you would like to volunteer in any of these 
capacitites in the future. We would love to have your help!
5:00 pm Assisting Minister/Reader 
As one leader among many in the church empowered by the Spirit, you are shar-
ing your God given gifts to not only help create a welcoming, affirming, and faith 
filled atmosphere so that people may have a meaningful experience of God but 
to also lead the gathered assembly in actively worshipping our Lord. You are an 
important part of Messiah’s hospitality and greater mission, so we thank you for 
your willingness and stewardship in serving God and neighbor in this capacity. 
1. You will receive either by mail or email a copy of the scripture readings before 
the day you are serving as the assisting minister/reader. For those who are new 
to this leadership role, the copy will include notations about what to say before 
the readings.  
2. It is always helpful to practice reading the lessons out loud beforehand in 
order to get a feel for the pace, pauses, and overall sense of the scripture texts 
themselves.
Note:  There will be times when lessons include words that are difficult to 
pronounce, so if you are uncertain, you can ask one of the pastors.  Also, a good 
piece of advice, even if you don’t know how to pronounce it, say it with confi-
dence like you do know how and continue with the reading and it will work out 
just fine. 
3. Plan to be here about 10 minutes before worship to look over the bulletin pre-
pared for you in case you have any questions or there are changes you need to be 
aware of because of special things taking place in worship that day. The bulletins 
will be on the front counter in the office and will be marked to let you know what 
pieces of the liturgy you are being asked to lead. This includes but is not limited 
to: the Prayer of the Day, the Creed, and the Sending. 
4. Messiah’s Administrative Assistant makes the schedule each month so please 
let her/him know when you can or cannot serve. Or sign up on the welcome 
table. 
8:30 or 10:30 am Assisting Ministers 
As one leader among many in the church empowered by the Spirit, you are shar-
ing your God given gifts to not only help create a welcoming, affirming, and faith 
filled atmosphere so that people may have a meaningful experience of God but 
to also lead the gathered assembly in actively worshipping our Lord. You are an 
important part of Messiah’s hospitality and greater mission, so we thank you for 
your willingness and stewardship in serving God and neighbor in this capacity.
1. Plan to be here about 10 minutes before worship to look over the bulletin pre-
pared for you in case you have any questions or there are changes you need to be 
aware of because of special things taking place in worship that day. The bulletins 
will be on the front counter in the office and will be marked to let you know what

 pieces of the liturgy you are being asked to lead. This includes but is not limited 
to:   a. The Prayer of the Day, the Creed, the Prayers of Intercession, and   
            the Sending.  
2. Messiah’s Administrative Assistant makes the schedule of Assisting Ministers 
each month so please let her/him know when you can or cannot serve.   
3. You will receive an email from one of the personnel in the office during the 
week you are an the Assisting Minister. 
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       March 2023 Worship Volunteers 
 
Saturday  March 4 - 5:00 pm 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Communion Asst. 1 one needed 
 
Sunday March  5 - 8:30 am
Assisting Minister 1 Judy Quirk 
Reader 1  Fred Maynard 
Ushers 2               Sam Elder, Bruce Robertson 
Communion Assts. 3 Beth Krznarich, Kathy Maynard, Cathy Seblonka 
Greeters 2  Tom and Amy Froiland 
 
Sunday March  5 - 10:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Reader 1  one needed 
Ushers 2  two needed 
Communion Assts. 3 three needed  
Greeters 2  two needed 
Projection Technician 1  one needed

Saturday March 11 - 5:00 pm 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Communion Asst. 1 one needed

Sunday March 12 - 8:30 am
Assisting Minister 1  
Reader 1  Larry Pagel 
Ushers 2               Barb Avery, Emily Coyne 
Communion Assts. 3 Beth Krznarich, Mike Coyne, Judy Quirk 
Greeters 2  Penny Streeter, Sherry Labbe 
 
 
Sunday Marach 12 - 10:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Reader 1  one needed 
Ushers 2  two needed 
Communion Assts. 3 two needed  
Greeters 2  two needed 
Projection Technician 1  one needed

Saturday March 18 - 5:00 pm 
Assisting Minister 1   one needed 
Communion Asst. 1   one needed

Sunday March 19 - 8:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1   one needed 
Reader 1    Kathy Soltwisch 
Ushers 2                         Bruce Robertson, Linda Berry 
Communion Assts 3   Beth Krznarich, Cathy Seblonka, Grant Soltwisch 
Greeters 2    Cathy Seblonka, Ruth Koehler

Sunday March 19  - 10:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Reader 1  one needed 
Ushers 2  two needed 
Communion Assts. 3 three needed 
Greeters 2  two needed 
Projection Technician 1 one needed
 
Saturday, March 25 - 5:00 pm 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Communion Asst. 1 one needed

Sunday March 26 - 8:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1   one needed 
Reader 1    Chris Harkness 
Ushers 2                         Ray Jarvis, Linda Berry 
Communion Assts 3   Beth Krznarich 
Greeters 2    Joan Tasson, Jan Vickstrom

Sunday March 26  - 10:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Reader 1  one needed 
Ushers 2  two needed 
Communion Assts. 3 three needed 
Greeters 2  two needed 
Projection Technician 1 one needed
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