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March 26, 2023
Fifth Sunday in Lent

 

Flowers:   To the Glory of God & In Loving Memory of...  
  * Nancy Hillegas from Don Hillegas and family 
 
Radio:  To the Glory of God & In Loving & Healing   
  Grace...  
  *  to my friend, T.E.L. from Terry Keuscher
 

Livestream:  To the Glory of God & In Honor of...  
  *  Darren Smith’s birthday today from Susanne Smith

Siblings in Christ,
On March 13th , 2020 our Council met for a meal. It was supposed to be the 
start of a planning retreat, dreaming about what the future might hold, but 
instead it turned into how to keep our community safe as the pandemic 
began. With some members on speaker phone and others in person, we faith-
fully and prayerfully discerned. Some of us, naively, thought that this might 
be a swift “shutdown.”
For 15 months our doors were shuttered, and we worshipped only online 
and over the radio. Masks were required for many more months, and we 
had stints where our doors closed again. We were cautious. We were careful. 
We’re still in the process of returning. COVID numbers still fluctuate and are 
impacting our wider community. It has been three years.
Grief remains part of our collective memory. Yes, we gained some things 
(like worshipping online), but the cost was high. Our world is still figuring 
out next steps. Our congregation is, too.
As we near the end of Lent, and the rhythms and stories of Holy Week, I can-
not help but think about the parallels. Our world has walked through dark 
valleys, the shadows of death, and the conflicts of decision- making. In some 
ways we still sit in the Holy Saturday darkness, not knowing what resurrec-
tion looks like after witnessing death. The future is still unknown.
Yet the promise of life awaits us. God’s kingdom doesn’t let death have the 
final say. Resurrection exists in metaphor and, we trust and hope, literally. In 
some ways it is hard to believe that it has been three years since the pandem-
ic began. In other ways it feels like a lifetime ago.
This Holy Week and Easter I hope that you will join us for worship. We will 
gather around the table, tell stories, name the depths of grief, proclaim resur-
rection hope, and revel in joyous music. Come participate in God’s story. 

Come participate in God’s story. Be served communion by the kids having 
their first communion (on Maundy Thursday) and laugh along with the story 
tellers as they share Daniel’s story (Easter Vigil). These stories hold the full-
ness of the past three years and of all time.
I’ve always loved Jan Richardson’s artwork and poetry, and her poem “The 
Magdalene’s Blessing: For Easter Day” (from Circle of Grace: A Book of 
Blessings for the Seasons) speaks into this fullness beautifully.
You hardly imagined 
standing here, 
everything you ever loved 
suddenly returned to you, 
looking you in the eye 
and calling your name. 
And now 
you do not know 
how to abide this hole 
in the center 
of your chest, 
where a door 
slams shut 
and swings open 
at the same time, 
turning on the hinge 
of your aching 
and hopeful heart. 
I tell you, 
this is not a banishment 
from the garden. 
This is an invitation, 
a choice, 
a threshold, 
a gate. 
This is your life 
calling to you 
from a place 
you could never 
have dreamed, 
but now that you 
have glimpsed its edge, 
you cannot imagine 
choosing any other way.  
So let the tears come 
as anointing, 
as consecration, 
and then 
let them go. (poem continued on page 5)
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  Messiah’s Newsletter

March 26, 2023 
Volume 105, Issue 4

Articles for 
Weekly Announcements 

are due by 6:00 pm  
each Wednesday

Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for articles to be included in our 
May newsletter is Monday, April 24, 2023.

On Call 
Pr. Andrew Plocher:  April 2-5, 9-12, 16-19, 23-26, 30 
Pr. Molly Eversoll:  April 1, 6-8, 13-15, 20-22, 27-29 

Messiah Calendar
Monday, March 27
10:00 am  OWLs Walk 
12:00 pm  Days for Girls
  6:00 pm  Book Study 
  7:00 pm  AA 
  7:00 pm  Bell Choir 

Tuesday, March 28 
10:30 am  Pericope (zoom)
11:00 am  Staff Meeting
12:00 pm  QiGong (zoom) 
  1:00 pm  Knotty Knitters 
  5:30 pm  Superior Handbells
  7:00 pm  Male Chorus 

Wednesday, March 29 
10:00 am  Playgroup 
  5:00 pm  Senior Choir 
  5:45 pm  Soup Supper 
  6:30 pm  Lent Worship 

Thursday, March 30
  9:00 am   Quilting 
10:30 am   Koinonia Bible Study

 Friday, March 31 
   9:00 am  Senior Men’s Bible   
     Study 
 10:00 am   Gender Fair at NMU 
  
Saturday, April 1 
  5:00 pm   Worship

Sunday, April 2 
  8:00 am  Senior Choir Rehearsal
  8:30 am  Worship-Traditional 
10:30 am  Worship-Contemporary
  5:00 pm  Centering Prayer

Community Meal - April 5th  
Shari Brugman, Karen Kimar-Johnson & a friend of Shari’s will be making 
the community meal on Wednesday, April 5th. The meal starts at 6:00 pm 
& is served to you through the kitchen window. They will provide baked 
chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, tossed salad & cookies for dessert. We look 
forward to enjoying a warm dinner together. Hope to see you on 4/5 at 6:00 
pm in Magnuson Hall!

In The Hospital  
Please inform the church office when you are hospitalized. Pr. Molly Eversoll 
& Pr. Andrew Plocher would like to visit you when you are there. If you are 
unable to notify Messiah, please ask a family member to do so.

Brookridge Worship 
After a brief recess due to covid we are up and running for more Brookridge 
Worship. Our next worship is scheduled for Wednesday, April 12th and then 
the 26th. Thanks to all of our volunteers that are leading these services.  We 
have volunteer leaders through June and invite any members who wish to 
join us to come to the service on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of May and 
June.  It is truly a blessing to meet with our members and guests in this setting.  

April Community Meal - Volunteers Still Needed 
We are in need of three more volunteers to serve the meal on Wednesday, 
April 5th. If you are interested in this, please sign up at the welcome table 
or let the office staff know. You would need to show up by 5:30 pm and you 
could leave by 6:30 or 6:45 pm. 
We are in need of three additional volunteers this same evening to be on 
clean up duty; which entails helping to clear tables as needed & washing the 
dishes in the dish room with other volunteers. If this interests you,  please 
sign up at the welcome table or let the office staff know. You would need to 
show up by 6:30 pm. Thank you for considering to help with our April Com-
munity Meal.

Let this blessing 
gather itself around you. 
Let it give you 
what you will need 
for this journey. 
You will not remember 
the words— 
they do not matter. 
All you need to remember 
is how it sounded 
when you stood 
in the place of death 
and heard the living 
call your name.
May these words bless you. I look forward to seeing you in worship (or know-
ing you’re joining from afar).
In Christ,  Pr. Andrew
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Messiah’s Birthdays
                                 April 2023 

     Saturday 1 Karl Kaukola

     Sunday 2  Bob Hewitt

     Monday 3  No birthdays

     Tuesday 4  Ethan Sellers, Bev Zorza

     Wednesday 5  Barb Bergstrom, Brent Skaw, Trenton Wash

        Thursday 6  Steve Nelson, Quinn Tripp

     Friday 7  Denise Eady, Theo Geschwindt, Les Rolig, Debby St, Onge

     Saturday 8  Janna Benedict, Bob Marlor, Susan Shaver

           Sunday 9  Andrew Banitt, Logan Ostermeyer

         Monday 10  Dorothy Janda, Jennifer LaTourneau, Doug Morton

         Tuesday 11  Alesandria Braund, Sydney Braund, Jack Johnstone

         Wednesday 12  Michael Busick, Kim Salmela

         Thursday 13  Isabelle Beaudoin, Karla Hardy, Bode Skaw

       Friday 14  Roger Contois, Gail Edgar, Don Hillegas, Dave Lundquist

     Saturday 15  Liz Beyne, Linnea Mensching, Brett Peterson, Cheryl Shirtz

     Sunday 16  Hannah Bleckiner

       Monday 17  Luke Beerman

     Tuesday 18  Greg Carrier, Jakob Peterson

     Wednesday 19  Mike Hill, Nancy Lyons, Morgan Messana

     Thursday 20  Gina Fortin, Mark Paulsen, Jacob Paupore, Grant Rydholm, 
Deb Vanlerberghe, Zach Wagner, Veronica Wiese

    Friday 21  Sonia Geschwindt, Maria Rodriguez

         Saturday 22  Cathy Seblonka, Jane Taube

     Sunday 23  Brett Beauchamp, Lois Brazier, Wyatt Crimmins, Sarah 
Fosco, Laura Kagy

     Monday 24 No birthdays

 Tuesday 25 David DeLarye, Isaac Olson, Rebecca Ulland

         Wednesday 26   Doug Gordon, Lindsay Johnstone, Karen Larson

 Thursday 27  Jackson Kagy

     Friday 28 Mitchell Gilbert, Chrys Hendrick

 Saturday  29  Jason Parks

World Hunger Follow Up 
Last month’s newsletter posed a question: What do cows, quilts, pie, 
pastors on a bike & sunglasses have in common?
The answer is: They were all themes for world hunger campaigns organized 
by our Syond World Hunger Committee.
Here’s a little info about some of these recent successful campaigns:
Rev’s On A Bike (2009) – “Tour de Revs”Three ELCA Pastors rode cross 
country on a specially built three person bike raising funds for World Hun-
ger. They made a stop in Marquette and many of us rode the last few miles 
into town with them.
Cows (2017) – “Have you Herd? We Are MOOOOving Toward Eliminating 
Hunger”. Each congregation decorated a cow cutout which was displayed in 
the halls of NMU at the Synod Assembly. The Jilbert Cow made an appear-
ance in the courtyard.
Quilts(2018) – “All In For World Hunger”. Each of the 80 congregations in the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod assembled a square for an ALL IN quilt as they 
raised funds. It was stitched together by a professional quilter and is beauti-
ful! Check it out at the Synod Office.
Pie (2019) – “Everyone Deserves A Piece Of The Pie”. Who can forget Esme 
Ulland-Joy throwing a pie in Pastor Allans face after she was the top fund-
raiser in the Sunday School challenge? He was such a good sport!
Sunglasses (2023) – This year’s theme is “Seeing The World Through The 
Eyes of God” Check out the bulletin board by the office and help us reach 
and exceed our total last year, which was $7,930.
Please make your contributions to Messiah with the notation that it is for the 
Synod Assembly World Hunger offering. Funds for this offering will be col-
lected through May 14. The Synod Assembly is May 18-20 at NMU.
Anyone interested in joining the Northern Great Lakes Synod World Hunger 
Committee and helping to organize these FUN events, contact Bishop Kath-
erine at the Synod Office, or Mary Lou Blomquist at Messiah.

QiGong/Tai Chi – Tuesdays and/or Thursdays 
Zoom QiGong Exercises for health, wellness & fall prevention, core strength 
and joint health, Tuesdays, 12:00 – 1:45 pm, Thursdays 1:30-2:00 pm –Diana 
Magnuson is the contact for this class, if you need her phone number, please 
reach out to Messiah’s office or email her at magnusondiana@gmail.com
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  Lectionary Readings -  April 2023
 April 2  Palm Sunday 
 Reading  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 Gospel  Matthew 26:14--27:66
         

 April 9  Easter Sunday 
 Reading  Acts 10:34-43 
 Gospel  Matthew 28:1-10

 April 16  Second Sunday of Easter 
 Reading  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 Gospel  John 20:19-31

 April 23  Third Sunday of Easter 
 Reading  Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
 Gospel  Luke 24:13-35

 April 30  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Reading  Acts 2:42-47 
 Gospel  John 10:1-10

OWLs (Older, Wiser Lutherans) 
OWLs (Older, Wiser Lutherans) - usually 55 or older, but all are welcome!! 
Please join the OWLs on Mondays at 10:00 am to walk. We walk various 
distances and various speeds, but we definitely catch up on our chatting and 
reconnecting! We will begin meeting at the SW entrance (main entrance) of 
the Dome. It is usually open for walking, but please know that occasion-
ally, it is closed. The schedule for the Dome’s hours is available online. After 
walking, coffee is always in order either at the PEIF or at a local coffee shop. 
Please feel free to reach out to Louise or Betsy for more information. (You can 
call the church office for their contact info). All are welcome, and we hope to 
see you soon!!

In Our Prayers 
Please remember the following people in your prayers at this time:  Brian; 
Larry Gunneville; Joe & Sandy MacPhee & family upon the passing of Joe’s 
mother, Ramona MacPhee; family & friends of Joyce Peterson upon her passing; 
Katey Campana; Tim; Betsy; Tom; Lucy; Brittany; Michael Holman; Paul; Ben; 
Sandy Grenke; Don Grisham; John Kiltinen; Rick; Kathy; Evelyn; Akira Carlson; 
Rick Castillo; Karen Eldevick; Kathy; Janet; Grace; Shannon; John & Rose Collins; 
Billy & Kathy S.; Linnea Mensching; Becky Johnson; Lu Swanson; Scott Johnson; 
Leesa; Jesse Wright; Pat Lelvis; Marshall Lovan; Peter; Susan & David Shaver; Ken 
Smith; Shawn; Mae Desonia; Lisa Douros; Marjorie Vidlund; Tina & her roommate; 
Matthew, Ernest & Joyce Williamson; Jim Shirtz; Wayne Hanmer; Karen Johnson; 
Sierra; Charlene Avery
You may call the church office if you would like a person listed in the prayers. Please 
obtain permission from the person to list his/her name. We also appreciate updates as 
to how people listed are progressing. Thank you!

The New Free Store Donations - New Location! 
The New Free Store is an inter-faith, non-profit group supporting people 
who express a need for free clothing, linens, hygiene & cleaning supplies. 
Anyone in need is welcome.  Free things are offered as “in God’s economy 
three is always enough.” The New Free Store is located adjacent to the 
Michigan Made store and our address is 2210 US Hwy 41 South, Unit A. It 
is open Wednesdays 12:00 - 4:00 pm (1st, 2nd & 3rd weeks of the month) and 
the fourth Monday of the month from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. Facebook @thenew-
freestore. There is a collection bin in our narthex at Messiah. They are cur-
rently collecting: 
*April - Laundry soap, dish soap & bars of soap 
*May -  Size 3-6 diapers & baby wipes

UP Wild Events in April 
April 18 (Tues.) - Cindy's Story Part 1: The Effects of Chemicals on Human 
Health presented at the Heritage Room of the Peter White Public Library 
from 6:30 to 7:45 pm.
April 26 (Wed.) - Cindy's Story Part 2:  Faith and Coping with Severe Chronic 
Illness presented at Messiah Lutheran, 305 W. Magnetic from 6:30 to 7:45pm
April 30 (Sun.) - UP Wild's Nature Prayer Service at the Presque Isle Band-
shell, starting at 4:00 pm*
*Shinrin-Yoku Forest Bathing will begin at 3:30 pm www.upwild.org

Lutheran Summer Music 2023 at Valparaiso University 
in Valparaiso, IN 
If you are interested in finding a summer music camp for your 8th-12th 
grade student, please consider Valparaiso University in Valparaiso, Indiana. 
They offer both a full and a half session. They provide scholarships if need-
ed. Please visit their website for more information, it is: lsmacademy.org 
Thank you!
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First Communion - April 1st 
Pr. Andrew & Pr. Molly will be holding a First Communion class on Satur-
day, April 1st from 10:00 am-12:00 pm. This class will be for children and/
or grandchildren and their caretakers to attend and to learn about the Last 
Supper, the Sacrament of Communion, and how we as Lutherans understand 
God’s presence in the Meal. It is open to all children, and if you are a curi-
ous adult, you are welcome too! There is no age limitation to our love of God 
or welcome into the church, if you think that your child or grandchild is at 
an age where they are wondering about the Sacrament and eager to receive 
Communion, you and they are welcome to attend. We will also bake com-
munion bread together on that Saturday and celebrate First Communion on 
Maundy Thursday (Thursday, April 6th at 6:30 pm). Please make sure that 
you can attend both the class and that service. Please sign up if you are plan-
ning to attend by Sunday, March 26th. You can email or call the church office 
or email Pr. Molly. 

Another Story of Quilt Comfort
As Chaplain at Great Lakes Recovery center, I gave another quilt to a man 
who came in with his head hanging down. He told me that he was so embar-
rassed. I asked him why he was embarrassed. He went on to tell me how 
he had back surgery. After his surgery he was prescribed an opiate pain 
killer. He was soon addicted to the painkillers, but ran out. When the doc-
tor wouldn’t prescribe more, he turned to alcohol for the pain. He could not 
stop. Watching someone withdraw from alcohol is brutal. Having a quilt to 
give them was amazing.
I asked him if he would like a quilt to remind him that he is loved. He said 
yes, without any hesitation. I found one with his favorite colors. The next day 
when I saw him, he said he slept better than he had in a very long time!!
- - - Jen Elsenbroek

Pr. Andrew’s Mini-Sabbatical 
Siblings in Christ,  
When I began my ministry at Messiah on March 18, 2019, I had no idea what 
would be in store. I was excited then and I still am. What has transpired in 
the past four years has been incredible. Some highlights include calling Pas-
tor Molly, the visit by the Colombian delegation (Pr. Jairo, Ana, and Joanna), 
book studies and Tea-ology, the incredible border immersion trip in 2020, 
worship in the park and on the beach, finishing the extensive organ repairs 
(and paying them off!), raising over $40,000 for Room at the Inn’s permanent 
shelter renovations, the arrival of our asylum-seeking family (and so many 
things with them – especially the arrival of Daniel!), first communion and 
confirmation classes, bringing Dan Zini on board to help our streaming and
Audio/Visual systems catch up with our needs (and which let me stop play-
ing IT guy), staffing transitions and retirements, concerts and gatherings 
returning to our facility, and so many other things (especially weddings, 
funerals, baptisms, and powerful moments with so many of you).
That’s not even close to all that we’ve navigated and done together in 
ministry. It’s been a busy four years here. I’d add, on a personal note, that 
list doesn’t even include the arrival of Theo a year and a half ago or Anna’s 
promotion to Associate Professor (and being granted Tenure).
When I accepted the call to serve as your Senior Pastor, I knew that your 
previous pastors had struggled with burnout. I knew, too, that I wanted to 
prevent that however I could. As such, I negotiated a five-week study leave 
(mini-sabbatical), to be granted after four years of ministry. For one year, it 
essentially adds an additional three weeks to my annual two weeks of study 
leave (At the time, I also negotiated a twelve-week sabbatical to be granted 
after seven years). I am incredibly grateful for the care of Messiah’s Council 
in supporting me with those requests. Our Council continues to be remark-
able in supporting, and caring for, your Pastors and our well-being.
Back in 2019, I hadn’t fully imagined what a “mini-sabbatical” would be (or 
that it would be after three years of pandemic). Thankfully the Holy Spirit 
moves in wonderful ways. This fall, Anna was approached about serving as 
one of the faculty for the Vienna Austria study abroad program at Northern. 
After much conversation and discernment, we decided that the timing was 
perfect – Theo and I will join her for five weeks in Vienna during May and 
June of this year. Council approved of my request to use the “mini-sabbati-
cal” this way at their February meeting.
Anna and I are excited to introduce Theo to Vienna (including Sachertorte 
and Apfelstrudel), and I am delighted to be able to take the time to rekindle 
my relationship with art. Any sabbatical should serve a purpose. For a pas-
tor, a sabbatical is most often a time to learn new skills, work on a writing 
project, or dig more deeply into spiritual practices. As a lapsed artist, I intend 
to draw every day, to visit some of the amazing art museums and galleries

 in Vienna (and their print collections), and to be intentional about time that 
nurtures my creativity and spirituality. When we return, I’ll share some of 
my artwork and experiences with you. I plan to have Theo to join me (draw-
ing and museum hopping) some of the time, but also to have time by myself. 
I’m prayerful that this time away will stir up creativity that spills over into 
my ministry at Messiah and our journey together.
Thank you for this gift of time. If you have questions about it, or Vienna con-
nections/recommendations, please don’t hesitate to reach out. I’ll be away the 
week of May 8th through June 16th . Pr. Molly and I have been discussing 
this possibility for many months and I am grateful for her leadership while I 
am away. 
In Gratitude, 
Pr. Andrew
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To view our calendar, 
updated daily, please go to 
messiahlutheranmqt.org

To view our calendar, 
updated daily, please go to 
messiahlutheranmqt.org 
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Passages 
In Sympathy to: 
* Family & friends of Helen Ryan who passed away on February 23rd. 
Helen’s funeral was held at Messiah on March 5th.
* Family & friends of Claire Hirvonen who passed away on February 24th. 
A funeral is being planned for later in the spring. Look for those details in 
future communication from Messiah.
* Janice Gebeau & family upon the passing of her husband, Al Gebeau on 
March 6th. 
* Family & friends of Joyce Peterson who passed away on March 8th. Her fu-
neral will be combined with her sister, Ginny’s later this spring. Again, look 
for those details in future communicaiton from Messiah.
In Celebration of: 
* Gina Lindberg, a new member of Messiah. She attends the 10:30 am wor-
ship most weekends

Thank You from Peggy J. 
Peggy was a recipient of some funds from our Community Assistance Fund 
& she wrote us this note: 
“Messiah Lutheran Church, Wanted to thank you for helping with the repair 
on my car. God bless, Peggy J.”

A Word About our Liturgical Music at 10:30 am Worship 
Many of you have noticed the liturgical music that we’ve been using dur-
ing Lent for the 10:30 am service. The liturgy is titled “Behold, I Make All 
Things New” and was written by Ben Splichal Larson.  Ben was a seminar-
ian at Wartburg, volunteering during a January term at the St. Joseph Home 
for Boys. He was killed in the Haiti Earthquake on January 12, 2010. He was 
there with his wife, Renee, and his cousin, Jon, who both managed to escape 
from the building that had collapsed upon them.  Ben sang the “Lamb of 
God” while buried in the rubble and then died.  
Originally, “Behold, I Make All Things New” was written to reach and 
inspire 18-35 year olds, but as people learned it, it was discovered that the 
liturgy appealed to people of all ages, being sung in both large and small 
congregations, as well as campus ministries.  We’ve been delighted to learn 
parts of it at Messiah during Lent and look forward to using it again. We 
hope that you have found it both refreshing and meaningful. As we try dif-
ferent music, please do not hesitate to provide feedback to your pastors or 
to our music director (Dave Dagenais). We appreciate hearing your perspec-
tives and, especially, what you find meaningful!
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Emergency Shelter 
Messiah is hosting the Superior Connection Homeless Shelter from the eve-
ning of April 12th through the morning of April 26th.
If you would like to provide a simple meal for them to eat after they arrive, 
around 8:00 or 8:30 pm, you can call Lori Hicks at the First Presbyterian 
Church at 906-226-6587 or you can sign up online at signupgenius.com;  
click on Find 
enter firstpresbyterianmqt@gmail.com 
click on Superior Connections Recovery Comm
Any help with this simple evening meal/snack is greatly appreciated.

LWR Personal Care Kits - April 
Ruth Circle will be collecting items for Personal Care Kits during April for 
Lutheran World Relief. People who must flee their homes quickly do not 
have the time to pack essential items. These kits can help refugees maintain 
personal hygiene while living in exile. The kits are a reminder to those re-
ceiving them that someone cares for them.
Items needed for each kit include: 
                                   1 bath towel, dark color preferred 
                                   1 toothbrush, adult size in original wrapper 
                                   1 comb, large toothed preferred 
                                   1 metal nail clipper 
                                   2 bath size bars of soap
Donations can be placed in the Personal Care Kit container in the narthex.  
Monetary donations are also welcomed to purchase needed items, just write 
'Personal Care Kits' on the check memo line.  Thank you for helping!

Volunteer Opportunity - Habitat for Humanity 
Lunches
Habitat for Humanity is looking for people or groups to provide lunches for 
their volunteers at the build site in the upcoming building season. They have 
a need for anywhere from four to twenty-five lunches on any given day.
Here is how you can sign up: 
Select the date that works best for you online via Yoopers United: 
https://www.yoopersunited.com/agency/detail/MCHFH/ 
Or call 906-228-3578 or email programs@mqthabitat.org 
Or stop by the Habitat office at 2354 US 41 S
Thanks!
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Worship Volunteers 
In January, Kathy Godec & Jen Dodge held some training sessions for those who were in-
terested in volunteering during any of our three regular worship services. We have some 
outlined expections or processes for each of the volunteer duties, to make the volunteer job 
easier and we will include a few in this and upcoming newsletters. Please let us know if 
you have any questions and/or if you would like to volunteer in any of these capacitites in 
the future. We would love to have your help!

Guidelines for 5:00 pm Communion Assistants 
Usually, the pastor sets up communion for the 5:00 pm Saturday service.  
But, in case the pastor is not able to set up communion, please use these 
guidelines: 
Communion Set up: 
1.   Wash hands and put a few gluten free wafers on the brightly colored 
ceramic paten. Put wine in the matching chalice. (Do not place chalice on the 
plate/paten)
2.   Pour grape juice into the orange ceramic cup. (half full at most) Check 
small fridge in the office for grape juice, if there is not one there open a new 
bottle from the cabinet in the sacristy.
3.   Put one large wafer on the paten and cover with purificator (white cloth 
found in cabinet).
4.   Put circle loaf of bread on ….
5.   Pour wine into the glass cruet. (About ¾ full)
6.   Place intinctoriums, paten with large wafer, common cup chalice covered 
with purificator on the altar.
Communion:
1.   When the pastor finishes the communion instructions, go to the altar to 
pick up the chalice with wine.
2.   Take the Pastor’s lead. Stand a couple of feet away from the Pastor to their 
right or left depending on which side is communing. 
3.   As the person communing dips the bread into the wine, the Communion 
Assistant says “The blood of Christ shed for you.”
4.   Commune people who are unable to come forward.  Follow the Pastor’s 
lead on this. 
5.   Communion Assistants and the Pastors will commune each other after 
the congregation has communed. 
6.    At the conclusion of Communion, take your seat, leave communion items 
on the altar.
7.   When the service has concluded; bring all communion items to the Sac-
risty and place them on the counter. 

Guidelines for 8:30 & 10:30 am Readers 
As one leader among many in the church empowered by the Spirit, you are 
using your God given gifts to share the word of the Lord with those assem-
bled to hear and worship the Savior. You are an important part of Messiah’s 
hospitality and greater mission, so we thank you for your willingness and 
stewardship to serve God and neighbor in this capacity.
1.  You will receive either by mail or email a copy of the scripture readings 
before the day you are serving as reader. 
a.  For those who are new to this leadership role, the copy will in   
     clude notations about what to say before and after the readings. 
2.  It is always helpful to practice reading the lessons out loud beforehand in 
order to get a feel for the pace, pauses, and overall sense of the scripture texts 
themselves.
a.  There will be times when the lessons include words that are dif  
      ficult to pronounce, so if you are uncertain you can ask one of    
      the pastors. Also, a good piece of advice, even if you don’t know   
      how to pronounce it, say it with confidence like you do know   
      how and continue on with the reading, it’ll work out just fine. 
3.  It is also encouraged, in order to help make worship flow as smoothly as 
possible:
a.  To begin making your way to the lectern as the Prayer of the Day   
      ends.
b.  To adjust the mic to where it suits your height and voice level best   
     so that the congregation can hear you clearly. 

Upcoming Events - April 
April 2  Palm Sunday 
April 5  Community Meal at 6:00 pm 
April 6  Maundy Thursday worship at 6:30 pm 
April 7  Good Friday worship at 6:30 pm 
April 8  Easter Vigil at 5:00 pm 
April 9  Easter Sunrise worship at 6:45 am at McCarty’s Cove 
April 9  Easter worship at Messiah at 8:30 & 10:30 am 
April 10 Messiah’s office closed for Easter holiday

Holy Week Radio Broadcast & Livestreaming  
We are in need of radio broadcast & livestream sponsors for upcoming Holy 
Week services. A sponsor is needed on Maundy Thursday (4/6) & Good Fri-
day (4/7). Each service will be about one hour. If this is something you would 
like to support, please contact the office & share what you would like written 
for your sponsorship; in memory or in honor of a loved one.
You can reach us by phone at 225-1119 or email at office@messiahlutheran-
mqt.org. The cost of the Radio Broadcast or Livestream sponsorship is $110.
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	 	 	 If	you	would	like	to	order	Easter	flowers	for	the		
	 	 	 sanctuary,	please	fill	out	this	form	&	return	it		
	 	 	 with	your	donation	to	the	office	by	Wednes-  
   day, April 5th.  Suggested donation is $20.00

In	Memory	of____________________________________________	
	 										____________________________________________

In	Honor	of______________________________________________	
	 							______________________________________________
From___________________________________________________	
									___________________________________________________
  
Phone	number	___________________________________________

In Need of Nursery Attendants 
We are looking to the future and we will be in need of one or two more Nurs-
ery Attendants soon. This is a paid position, and if interested, we would ask 
that you work one or two Sundays each month from 8:15 am -11:45 am, on 
average. On occasion, there may be some outside events on the weekends or 
some evenings where we may need child care. This would provide for a few 
more hours.
If you are interested in this postion, please contact the church office. If of-
fered the postion, it would be dependent on your employment references & 
the results of your criminal background check. 

Devotions Link 
www.prayfaithfully.org is an on-line devotional reading service maintained 
by the Northern Great Lakes Synod and written by various pastors and lay-
persons.  

Search for Home in Marquette 
Paige (Gilbert) Schaff & her husband Eric are moving back to Marquette this 
summer. If  you or anyone you know are/is thinking of selling a home in 
the area, please contact Paige Schaff or her mom Jackie Gilbert.  They would 
need at least a 3 bedroom home.  You can call Messiah’s office for their phone 
numbers. Thank you! 

Happy Anniversary! 
Happy Anniversary to the following in April:
Robert & Phyllis Champion April 15 
Jon & Inga Banitt  April 28 
Ralph & Pam Christensen April 28 
Jon & Sarah Ruuska  April 29 
Ben & Paula Taylor  April 29

Fortune Lake - Spring/Summer Events
I Love to Tell the Story: Jr/Sr High Retreat – April 21-22 
For grades 7-12: Join us at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp for our Jr/Sr High 
retreat.  This year’s theme is “I Love to Tell the Story”.  The retreat will fea-
ture camp favorites like songs, games, campfire, saunas, and more.
Together we will learn about the stories of Jesus through Bible studies and 
worship throughout the weekend.  Participants will spend time with new 
and old friends alike.  Our goal is that each participant will leave with a 
greater sense of God’s story and their own.  
For more information or to register, please go to www.fortunelake.org
Growing in Grace Retreat – May 5-6 
For adults ages 18+: the Growing in Grace retreat is an opportunity for folks 
who are interested in LGBTQIA+ inclusion work both in a broader sense, in 
their congregations, and specifically at Fortune Lake.The retreat will feature 
sessions from both voices within the Northern Great Lakes Synod as well as 
a representative from Reconciling Works.  The retreat will also include time 
to process in small groups, opportunity for spiritual counsel and a chance to 
worship together as a group.  
For more information or to register, please go to www.fortunelake.org 
To learn more about Reconciling Works, visit www.reconcilingworks.org
New for 2023! Camp ACTS – July 16-21 
For those who have completed grades 3-12: do you love Acting, Choreogra-
phy, Theatre, and Song?  Have you always wanted to be on stage but don’t 
know where to start?  Whether you’re a seasoned theatre veteran or new to 
the performing arts, this week of camp is for you!
This summer, we plan to build on the energy from last summer’s One Won-
derful Day production.  Experienced drama, dance, and vocal instructors 
will oversee the production while campers utilize and grown their individual 
talents and summer camp staff offers a quality, fun, simplified camp experi-
ence.  
For more information or to register, please go to www.fortunelake.org
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       April 2023 Worship Volunteers
Saturday  April 1 - 5:00 pm 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Communion Asst. 1 one needed
Sunday April 2 - Palm Sunday  - 8:30 am
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Reader 1  Fred Maynard 
Ushers 2               Sam Elder, Bruce Robertson 
Communion Assts. 3 Beth Krznarich, two needed 
Greeters 2  Ruth Koehler, Barb Avery
Sunday April 2  - Palm Sunday - 10:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Reader 1  one needed 
Ushers 2  two needed 
Communion Assts. 3 three needed  
Greeters 2  two needed 
Projection Technician 1  one needed
Saturday  April 8 - Easter Vigil  - 5:00 pm 
Ushers 2  Chris Kotila, one needed  
Communion Asst. 1 one needed
Easter Sunday April 9  - 8:30 am
Reader 1  Larry Pagel 
Ushers 2               Ray Jarvis, Linda Berry 
Communion Assts. 3 Cathy Seblonka,two needed 
Greeters 2  Penny Streeter, Sherry Labbe
Easter Sunday April 9 - 10:30 am 
Ushers/Greeters 2 two needed 
Communion Assts. 3 three needed  
Projection Technician 1  one needed
Saturday  April 15 - 5:00 pm 
Assisting Minister 1   one needed 
Communion Asst. 1   one needed
Sunday April 16 - 8:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1  one needed 
Reader 1   Brenda Blett 
Ushers 2                        Bruce Robertson, Barb Avery 
Communion Assts 3  Beth Krznarich, two needed 
Greeters 2   Ruth Koehler, Barb Avery

Sunday  April 16 - 10:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Reader 1  one needed 
Ushers 2  two needed 
Communion Assts. 3 three needed 
Greeters 2  two needed 
Projection Technician 1 one needed
Saturday, April 22 - 5:00 pm 
Assisting Minister 1 Chris Kotila 
Communion Asst. 1 one needed
Sunday April 23 - 8:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1   one needed 
Reader 1    David Echelbarger 
Ushers 2                         Bruce Robertson, Linda Berry 
Communion Assts 3   Beth Krznarich, Judy Quirk, Kathy Maynard 
Greeters 2    Tom and Amy Froiland
Sunday April 23  - 10:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Reader 1  one needed 
Ushers 2  two needed 
Communion Assts. 3 three needed 
Greeters 2  two needed 
Projection Technician 1 one needed
Saturday, April 29 - 5:00 pm 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Communion Asst. 1 one needed
Sunday April 30  -  8:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1   one needed 
Reader 1    Christine Thomas-Echelbarger 
Ushers 2                         Ray Jarvis, Cathy Seblonka 
Communion Assts 3   Beth Krznarich, Judy Quirk, one needed 
Greeters 2    Joan Tasson, Jan Vickstrom
Sunday April 30  - 10:30 am 
Assisting Minister 1 one needed 
Reader 1  one needed 
Ushers 2  two needed 
Communion Assts. 3 three needed 
Greeters 2  two needed 
Projection Technician 1 one needed
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