
   

 

March 31, 2024 
10:30 am 
Messiah Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

PRELUDE   ”An Easter Celebration’” Front Street Brass 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   GATHERING HYMN   ELW  #365 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
  Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit 

    

Welcome to Messiah 
 
We are a community 
of grace where we live 
out Jesus' command-
ment to love God 
with our whole heart 
and to love our neigh-
bors as ourselves. We 
also seek to be a wel-
coming community 
for all people. This 
includes people of 
every race, ability, 
sexual orientation and 
gender identity, ethnic 
background, economic 
grouping, religious 
affiliation, and political 
persuasion. We do this 
simply because God 
created all people in 
God's own image and 
Christ Jesus came so 
all people might have 
abundant life. We may 
not always be perfect, 
but this is our inten-
tion--all are welcome!  
 

EastEr 

sunday 
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The presid-
ing minister 
will read the 
sections in 
plain text. 
You are 
invited to 
read the 
bold por-
tions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and 
our joy. Amen. 
 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done 
for us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over 
the deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s ver-
dant rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam 
led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a 
desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates 
of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad 
hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of 
living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE              “This is the Feast” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
God of creation, create space in our hearts— 
Space for hope to grow like wildflowers. 
God of creation, create space in our hearts— 
Space for love to echo her joyful refrain. 
God of creation, create space in our hearts— 
For you, your word, your grace, and your Church. 
God of creation, create space in our hearts— 
For the joyous alleluias to fill the air as we remember the tomb was empty that 
day and Jesus has risen.  
God of creation, create space in our hearts. 
God of creation, create space in our hearts. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                              Acts 10:34-43  
 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both 
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
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be 
seated 
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from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testi-
fy about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                        1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 

1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed 
to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you 
are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless 
you have come to believe in vain. 
 3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, 
and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that 
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 
have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to 
one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit 
to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace 
of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the con-
trary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God 
that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have 
come to believe. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION                         “Alleluia” 
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comfort-
able in 
body or 
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GOSPEL                  Mark 16:1-8  
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Sa-
lome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on 
the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had 
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to 
the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do 
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON  
      
HYMN OF THE DAY             #939 ACS “Touch That Soothes and Heals” 
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or spir-
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 

Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the church is perse-
cuted, protect it. Where the church is privileged, grant it humility. Where the church 
is fractured, heal it. Guide us all to embody Christ’s love in the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join our prayers with 
branches lifted in praise and roaring waters of new life, that together we may proclaim 
Easter hope. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, we pray for all peoples and nations. Free oppressed communities from 
occupation, exploitation, and abuse. Teach leaders your way of justice. Empower 
peacemakers and all who work to end violence and strife. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Liberating God, we pray for people everywhere who long for good news. Roll away 
the stones that keep people from living with dignity and wholeness. Breathe new life 
and hope into people struggling to make it through each day, especially... God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, we pray for this community of faith and for your Spirit in our midst. 
Feed us at your Easter table and fill us with your wisdom, that we may serve and care 
for others. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Eternal God, we remember those who have gone before us in death. Renew our trust 
in your promises, that we live with joyful courage and compassion. God of grace, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC             
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated.  
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in 
body or 
spirit. 
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It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
Song leader sings each line, congregation repeats  

… Your love is proclaimed throughout all creation. 
We offer our thanksgiving and praise in our alleluias! 
 

… You’ve showed us the power of forgiveness and the abundance of life. 
We offer our thanksgiving and praise in our alleluias! 
 

… until the day we celebrate it in your presence at the great banquet.  
We offer our thanksgiving and praise in our alleluias! Amen.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS      “Lamb of God” 
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#377 ELW  “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” 
#474 ELW  “Bread of Life from Heaven” 
#374 ELW  “Day of Arising” 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER & BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Now may the truth of the empty tomb— 
the astonishing reality of Jesus’ resurrection— 
keep you fearless and sure 
that you will see the Resurrected One 
again and again in this life. 
May the power of God’s endless love 
surround you and guide you, 
this day and always. 
 
SENDING HYMN        “Low in the Grave He Lay” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please be 
seated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfortable 
in body or 
spirit. 

Benedic-
tion: God 
blesses us and 
sends us in 
mission to the 
world. 
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SENDING  
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE  
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Preacher:   Pr. Andrew Plocher   
Liturgist:   Pr. Molly Hunter 
Assisting Minister:  Mike Hill 
Reader:   Mark Paulsen 
Ushers:   Nancy Raisanen 
Greeters:   Laurel Kniskern, Marina Shihnkarenko 
Communion Assistants: Karen Burkman, Kerry McGinley, Sandy Lindberg 
Songleaders:  Sara Parks 
Organist:   Kathy Strazzinski 
Pianist:   Jon Banitt  
Band Members:  Tom Bronken, Darren Smith, Jason Parks 
Audio Technician:  Dan Zini 
Livestream Technician: Tracie Zini 
Projection Technician: Inga Banitt 
Nursery:   Jamie Dodge 
Flower Delivery:  Mary Beth Carstens 
Front Street Brass:   Mads Gabka & Niana Hughey-trumpet; Matt Mitchell-horn; Rob Taylor-  
   trombone; Tom Bronken-tuba; Seth Milano-percussion 
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