Welcome to
Messiah

We are a community
of grace where we
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love
God with our whole
heart and to love our
neighbors as our-
selves. We also seek
to be a welcoming
community for all
people. This includes
people of every race,
ability, sexual orien-
tation and gender
identity, ethnic back-
ground, economic
grouping, religious
affiliation, and politi-
cal persuasion. We
do this simply be-
cause God created all
people in God's own
image and Christ
Jesus came so all
people might have
abundant life. We
may not always be
perfect, but this is
our intention--all are
welcome!

7th Sunday after Epiphany

8:30 am - February 23, 2025
Messiah Evangelical 1utheran Church

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit and face the
cross at the back of the sanctuary.
The presiding minister will read the sections in plain text.
You are invited to read the bold portions.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your ho-
ly name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of *F Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN #3835 “All Creatures, Worship God Most High”
(vs. 1-4, next page)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lotd Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spir-

it be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love,
where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we



Please
be
seated.

may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

HANDBELL CHOIR “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”
FIRST READING Genesis 45:3-11, 15

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?”” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

*Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. > And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. © For the famine
has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither
plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep
alive for you many survivors. ® So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. * Hurry and go up
to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come
down to me, do not delay. ' You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you
and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you
have. ' I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that
you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.”” !> And he kissed all his
brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40

' Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
’For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
' Put your trust in the LORD and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
Take delight in the LORD,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
> Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD,
and see what God will do.
©The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
" Be still before the LORD and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
“ Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
9 For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land.
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10Tn a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.
! But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.
Y But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
You, O LORD, will help them and rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seck refuge.

SECOND READING 1st Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

% But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they comer”
Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 7 And as for what you sow, you do not
sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. % But God
gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

4280 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imper-
ishable. +3 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.
1t is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a
spiritual body. > Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam
became a life-giving spirit. 0 But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the
spiritual. 4" The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. *8
/As was the man of dust, so are those who ate of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are
those who are of heaven. *’ Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear
the image of the man of heaven.

0What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia” p. 102
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL Luke 6:27-38

Glory to you, O Lord.
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[Jesus said:] 27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, %
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. » If anyone strikes you on the cheek,
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt.
0 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for
them again. ! Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. 3 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. ** If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. *> But love your enemies, do good,
and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the
Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. *° Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.

7“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be con-
demned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 3 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give
will be the measure you get back.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY #1062 “Build a Longer Table”
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi- sions end.

Christ will breach the jail  wall, free-ing all in - side.

Christ tears down our fenc - es: all wel-come  here.

None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of

creation.

Surprising God, you call us to love our enemies and to show kindness in the face of cruelty. Let
our actions be a shining witness of your overwhelming grace for all. God of grace, hear our pray-

er.

As animals hibernate and fields lay dormant, let them be a reminder that life and faith are not static
but always changing and growing. May we, with all creation, trust that the ending of one thing
promises life in a new way. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for leaders and policymakers who work to reduce violence in our nations, cities, and
towns. Give your wisdom and discernment amid heated arguments and differing viewpoints. God

of grace, hear our prayer.
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We pray for the victims of abuse and violence. Provide safe shelter and new beginnings to
those experiencing domestic violence and dangerous situations. Enfold with love all who seek
your healing care, especially... God of grace, hear our prayer.

Empower our faith communities to be signs of your gracious love. Bless the local ministries of
parish nursing and caregiving, that they will be a voice for those in need in our communities.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for the enduring witness of those who have died before us. May their lives in
you provide a witness of your everlasting grace. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is re-
vealed among the people. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM “Blessed Art Thon”

OFFERING PRAYER

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow
with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to you, Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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...Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and

ever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God” p. 112
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#608  “Softly and Tendetly Jesus Is Calling”
#708  “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”
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BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN #711 “O Day of Peace”
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May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from en - vy find re-lease,
Then en - e-mies shall learn to love, all crea-tures find their true ac-cord;
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till by God’s grace our war-ring world shall see Christ’s prom-ised reign of peace.
the hope of peace shall be ful-filled, for all the earth shall know the Lord.
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SENDING

Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church

gy

Children belong in worship!
Worship kits and a nursery
space is available. God rejoices
in the joyful noise of children

and so do we!

God calls us to welcome everyone!
Messiah seeks 1o be a welcoming
community and to share the love of
God with our neighbors. If you are
new, please introduce vourself to our

pastors.
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Worship should be accessible!
Hearing devices (and T-Coil) and
large print bulletins are available. We
mnvite you to sit or stand as you are
comfortable. All gender and famuly
restroom [acilities are available on
the first level, please see signs in the

Narthex
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are welcome at Tesuns’ tablel .
All are welcome at Jesus’ table! God calls us to pray!

Private prayer requests may be made by wnting

them on the back of the Welcome Card. If you

During communion grape juice and gluten-free
options are available. Those not wishing to
commune may come forward for a blessing. would like to be added to the prayer list or receive

Those not able to come forward may receive a pastoral care visit, please contact the church

communion in their pew, please notify the usher. othce.

No cash or checkbook? No problem.
You can donate through Venmo
or on our website at:

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan
906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmaqt.org

messiahlutheranmgqt.org/give

If you wish to designate your

P{:eack.ler: Pr. Molly Hunter donation to a specific fund, please be

Liturgist: Pr. Andrew Plocher sure to do so. Any undesignated

gssijting Minister: gerrﬁLzﬁgenberg donations automatically go to our
eadet: renda Blett

Ushers: Mike Coyne, Cathy Seblonka general .fund which sup ports the

Communion Assistants:  Beth Krznarich, Terry Langenberg, Marina entirety of our ministry.

Shinkarenko

Greeters: Datlene Martin, Marina Shinkarenko Thank you for your generosity!

Org.amSt: . Jon Banitt Messiah Evangelical

Senior Choir Director: Sara Parks Lutheran Church

Audio Technician: Traci Zini @messiahlutheranmat

Livestream Technician: Traci Zini

Nursery: Maddie Dykema

Flower Delivery: Jan Julian

Refreshments:
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