Welcome to
Messiah

We are a community
of grace where we
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love
God with our whole
heart and to love our
neighbors as our-
selves. We also seek
to be a welcoming
community for all
people. This includes
people of every race,
ability, sexual orien-
tation and gender
identity, ethnic back-
ground, economic
grouping, religious
affiliation, and politi-
cal persuasion. We
do this simply be-
cause God created all
people in God's own
image and Christ
Jesus came so all
people might have
abundant life. We
may not always be
perfect, but this is
our intention--all are
welcome!

First Sunday in Lent

8:30 am - March 9, 2025
Messiah Evangelical 1utheran Church

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit and face the
cross at the back of the sanctuary.
The presiding minister will read the sections in plain text.
You are invited to read the bold portions.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your for-
giveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have
turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold
us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been



saved. In the name of " Jesus Christ, your

sins are forgiven. Almighty God

strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in

your hearts through faith. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN #923 “As Your Spirit in the Desert”
0 1| r
Yy D I | | 1 1 |
| |\ | I 1 I 1 | P
:@—b—d—i =|. dn i -‘}_ é] 1 | l i' Er
1 As your Spir - it in the des -ert led the Christ to
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wil - der - ness so to walk where Christ has  gone.
wil - der - ness with God’s man - na as our bread.
wil - der - ness to the wa - ters of the  spring.
wil - der - ness to the thresh - old of new life.
wil - der - ness to the ris - ing of the  dawn.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE

p. 138
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(6]

GG
A2

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely
through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus



Please be
seated.

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 26:1-11

'When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, * you shall take some
of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that
the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the
place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. * You
shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I de-
clare to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore
to our ancestors to give us.” * When the priest takes the basket from your hand
and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, ° you shall make this
response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor;
he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there
he became a great nation, mighty and populous. © When the Egyptians treated us
harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, " we cried to the LORD,
the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our
toil, and our oppression. * The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs
and wonders; ? and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land
flowing with milk and honey. !’ So now I bring the first of the fruit of the
ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the
LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your God. !’ Then you, to-
gether with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate
with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

'You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty—
>you will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my stronghold,
my God in whom I put my trust.”
’ Because you have made the LORD your refuge,
and the Most High your habitation,
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'no evil will befall you,
nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.
' For God will give the angels charge over you,
to guard you in all your ways.
2Upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
" You will tread upon the lion cub and viper;
you will trample down the lion and the serpent.
41 will deliver those who cling to me;
I will uphold them, because they know my name.
15 They will call me, and I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.
'©With long life will I satisfy them,
and show them my salvation.

SECOND READING Romans 10:8b-13

b “The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); ? because if you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. '’ For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confess-
es with the mouth and so is saved. ' The scripture says, “No one who believes in
him will be put to shame.” ” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. '* For, “Everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p. 142
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GOSPEL Luke 10:25-42

Glory to you, O Lord.

2SJust then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to
inherit eternal life?" 20He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you
read there?" 27He answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind;
and your neighbor as yourself." 22And he said to him, "You have given the right
answer; do this, and you will live."

2But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neigh-

bor?" Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell
into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving
him half dead. 3'Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he
saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 3*But a Samaritan while travel-
ing came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 3*He went to
him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put
him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 3>The next
day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, "Take care of
him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.' 36Which
of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of
the robbers?" 37He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to him,
"Go and do likewise."

38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village where a woman
named Martha welcomed him. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at Je-
sus’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her
many tasks, so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister
has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” 41 But the
Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many
things, 42 but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen the bet-
ter part, which will not be taken away from her.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!
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Please be
seated.

Please
stand as
you ate
comfort-
able in
body or
spirit.

SERMON
MEDITATIVE MUSIC “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

Gracious God, speak your word anew among your church. Strengthen it to with-
stand the temptation to turn inward in fear or complacency. Embolden church
institutions to turn from self-preservation toward the self-giving love of Jesus.
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Mothering God, speak the word of life into wilderness places and fertile fields.
Grant wisdom to your people, that we may quell the urge to strip lands of their
resources and instead preserve first fruits for future generations. God, in your
mercy, teceive our prayer.



Please be
seated.

Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in body
or spirit.

Almighty God, speak a word of wisdom to people in positions of power: mayors,
councils, and tribal leaders, legislators, judges and juries, presidents, and monarchs.
Help them discern your voice and follow your guidance, resisting the temptations
of the evil one. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Steadfast God, speak words of courage to your people in the wilderness. Protect
migrants and refugees on perilous journeys, that they find safe refuge and a portion
in the bounty you have given humanity to share. God, in your mercy, receive our

prayer.

Loving God, speak gently to all who are alone. Bless lay ministers, home commun-
ion teams, and others who attend to those who are overlooked, vulnerable, or lone-
ly, that all find belonging in your love. We pray for all who are ill, especially... God,
in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Living God, we give thanks for all the faithful who have crossed the threshold from
death to life. Guide us who are living to learn from their wisdom and follow their

example. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM “A Lenten Walk”
OFFERTORY RESPONSE #188 Create in Me a Clean Heart
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OFFERING PRAYER

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Please
be seat-

ed.

God of our weary years...

...For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the
Lord’s Death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

...Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen!

... Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen!

...all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God” p. 146
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#338 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
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I Be-neath the cross of Je - sus I long to take my stand;
2 Up-on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see
31 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a- bid - ing place;
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the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
1 ask no oth-er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;
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a  home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,
And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con-tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. .. won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor-thi - ness.
my. .. sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross.

#469 “By Your Hand You Feed Your People”
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2 In this meal we taste your sweet-ness, bread for hun - ger, wine of peace.

3 Send us now with faith and cour - age to the hun - gry, lost, be - reaved.
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12

Please
stand as
you are
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able in
body or
spirt.

BENEDICTION

As you leave this place, may you find God in every messy middle.
May you know that the world is bigger than two sides.
May you trust that you are made in the image of God.
May you move through this world with an open heart, with a curious mind, and
with the confidence that you do not go alone.
God is with you in the mountains, in the valleys, and everywhere in between.

Believe that good news.

SENDING HYMN #326 “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”
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1 Bless now, O God, the jour - ney that all your peo - ple make,
2 Bless so-journ-ers and pil - grimswho share this wind-ing  way;
3 Di - vine e - ter-nal lov - er, you meet us on the road.
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the  path through noise and si - lence,the way of give and take.
your hope burns through the ter - rors, your love sus-tains the day.
We  wait for lands of prom - ise where milk and hon-ey flow,
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The trail is found in des - ert and winds the moun-tain round,
We yearn for ho - ly free - dom while of - ten we are bound;
but wait-ing not for plac - es, you meet us all a - round.
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then leads be-side still wa - ters, the road where faith is  found.
to - geth-er we are seek - ing the road where faith is  found.
Our  cov - e-nant is writ - ten on roads, as faith is  found.
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SENDING

Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Never Met a Stranger

When we talk about God, we say
she’s never met a stranger.
She makes friends at the airport.

She waves to babies in the check-out line.
When we talk about God, we say
she’ll leave the porch light on.
She’ll have warm bread in the oven.
She’ll have all the time in the world.
When we talk about God, we say
she’ll look you 1n the eye.

She’ll love you as you are.

She’ll call you by your name.
When we talk about God,
we never have to talk about
which side of the road she might walk down.
Wherever you are,
that’s where she’ll be.

-Rev. Sarah A. Speed
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Children belong in worship!
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are welcoma at Teans? tahiel .
All are welcome at Jesus’ table! God calls us to pray!

During communion grape juice and gluten-free Private prayer requests may be made by writing
options are available. Those not wishing to them on the back of the Welcome Card. If you
commune may come forward for a blessing. would like to be added to the praver list or receive
Those not able to come forward may receive a pastoral care visit, please contact the church

communion in their pew, please notify the usher. office.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan
906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmaqt.org

No cash or checkbook? No problem.
You can donate through Venmo
Preacher: Pr. Molly Hunter oron our website at: .
Assisting Minister: Chris Harkness messiahlutheranmgqt.org/give
Reader: Larry Pagel
Ushers: Mike Coyne, Cathy Seblonka If you wish to designate your
Communion Assistants: ~ Beth Krznarich, Larry Pagel, Marina donation to a specific fund, please be
Shinkarenko, Grant Soltwisch sure to do so. Any undesignated
Greeters: Marina Shinkarenko donations automatically go to our
Organist: Kathy Strazzinski general fund which supports the
Senior Choir Director: Sara Parks entirety of our ministry.
Audio Technician: Traci Zini
Livestream Technician: Traci Zini Thank you for your generosity!
Nursery: Maddie Dykema
Flower Delivery: Bev Evans Messiah Evangelical
Refreshments: Lutheran Church
@messiahlutheranmqt
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