Third Sunday in Lent
8:30 am - March 23, 2025
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Welcome to
Messiah

We are a community
of grace where we
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love
God with our whole
heart and to love our
neighbors as our-
selves. We also seek
to be a welcoming
community for all
people. This includes
people of every race,
ability, sexual orien-
tation and gender
identity, ethnic back-
ground, economic
grouping, religious
affiliation, and politi-
cal persuasion. We
do this simply be-
cause God created all
people in God's own
image and Christ
Jesus came so all
people might have
abundant life. We
may not always be
perfect, but this is
our intention--all are
welcome!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit and face the
cross at the back of the sanctuary.
The presiding minister will read the sections in plain text.
You are invited to read the bold portions.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your for-
giveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have
turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold
us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been



saved. In the name of "I Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in
your hearts through faith. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN #330 “Seed That in Earth Is Dying”
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the
world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may
rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Please be
seated.

FIRST READING

' Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
>Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
’Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
*See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
>See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

¢Seek the LORD while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
’let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
¢ For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 55:1-9



PSALM Psalm 63:1-8

'O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land
where there is no water.
> Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.
°For your steadfast love is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.
*So will I bless you as long as I live
and lift up my hands in your name.
> My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
°when I remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.
"For you have been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
“ My whole being clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

'T do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, > and all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea, *and all ate the same spiritual food, *and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and
the rock was Christ. > Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and
they were struck down in the wilderness.

®Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil
as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, ““The
people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” * We must not indulge
in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single
day.  We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed
by serpents. '’ And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by
the destroyer. ! These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they
were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. '” So if
you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. > No testing has overtak-
en you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be



Please
stand as
you are
comfort-
able in
body or
spirit.

Please
be seat-
ed.

tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out
so that you may be able to endure it.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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stead - fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.

GOSPEL Luke 13:6-9
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he
came looking for fruit on it and found none. " So he said to the gardener, ‘See
here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find
none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” ¥ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone
for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. * If it bears fruit next
year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.””

The Gospel of our Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

MEDITATIVE MUSIC “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

Leah Elenbaas, enphoninm; P. David Allen, euphoninm; Chris Adams, tuba; Tom Bronken, tuba;
Sara Parks, vocalist; Jacob Schmeltzer, conductor
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Please
stand as
you are
comfort-
able in
body or
spirit.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all peoples. Grant humility and
wisdom to bishops, pastors, deacons, elders, councils, and congregations, that they
may call upon you in making decisions. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. Teach your people the good-
ness of your generosity, that in sharing what we have been given, all life may flour-
ish on the planet that is our shared home. God, in your mercy, receive our pray-
er.

We pray for the nations, called to protect their inhabitants and collaborate in the
work of justice and peace. Forge bonds of compassion and mutual care across hu-
man borders and boundaries, that all the world may have enough to live. God, in
your mercy, receive our prayer.



Please be
seated.

Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in body
or spirit.

We pray for those in need, called to receive your compassion, especially... Comfort
those whose lives have been disrupted through natural disasters and human con-
flict. Aid communities in coming together to mourn, heal, and rebuild. God, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its neighbors to the table of your
grace. Bless food pantries, community gardens and kitchens, clean water projects,
and all ministries that address human hunger and thirst. God, in your mercy, re-
ceive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who proclaimed your gospel in times
of challenge and strife, and for all those whose lives of love and service have ended.

May their witness inspire our own. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM “Holy God”
OFFERING PRAYER
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace

and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na  in the high - est.

God of our weary years...

...For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the
Lord’s Death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

...Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen!

... Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen!

...all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God” p- 146
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the

sin

of the world;  have
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

#0623 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
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4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
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thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
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dou - ble cure; cleanse me from
could not a - tone;

its guilt and pow’r.
thou must save, and thou a - lone.

foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav -ior, or I die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
#599 “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”
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1 Lord Je - sus, think on me, and purge a - way my sin;

2 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, by  anx - ious thoughts op - pressed;

3 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, nor let me go a - stray;

4 Lord Je - sus, think on me, that, when the flood is past,
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from  self-ish pas-sions set me free and make me pure with-in.

let me your lov-ing ser - vant be and taste your prom-ised rest.

through dark-ness and per - plex - i - ty point out your cho - sen way.
I may the e-ter - nal bright-ness see and share your joy at last.



11 BENEDICTION

ftl:sfleas As you leave this place, may you find God in every messy middle.

you are May you know that the world is bigger than two sides.

;’:Lflorta' May you trust that you are made in the image of God.

body ot May you move through this world with an open heart, with a curious mind, and
spitt.

with the confidence that you do not go alone.
God is with you in the mountains, in the valleys, and everywhere in between.
Believe that good news. Amen.

SENDING HYMN #335 “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a pre - cious foun-tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing  ev - er,
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free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star  sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o'er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er
SENDING

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Trumpet In Dialogne” by Clerambault



12

4

Children belong in worship!

Worship kits and a nussery .
. . . God calls us to welcome everyone!
space is available. God rejoices ’

. . Messiah seeks 1o be a welcoming
in the joyful noise of children

| community and to share the love of
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God with our ncighbors. If you are

new, please introduce vourself to our

pastors.
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All are welcome at Jesus’ table!
During communion grape juice and gluten-free
options are available. Those not wishing to
commune may come forward for a blessing.
Those not able to come forward may receive

communion in their pew, please notify the usher.

Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
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Worship should be accessible!
Hearing devices (and T-Coil) and
large print bulletins are available, We
mnvite vou 1o sit or stand as you are
comfortable. All gender and family
restroom [actlities are available on
the first level, please see signs in the
Narthex

"‘HZW

God calls us to pray!

Private prayer requests may be made by wnting
them on the back of the Welcome Card. If you
would like to be added to the praver list or receive
a pastoral care visit, please contact the church
office.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan
906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmqt.org

Preacher: Pr. Molly Hunter

Liturgist: Pr. Andrew Plocher

Assisting Minister: Kathy Maynard

Reader: Louise Reichert

Ushers: Anne Rydholm, Cathy Seblonka

Communion Assistants: ~ Beth Krznarich, Kathy Maynard, Marina

Shinkarenko
Greeters: Darlene Martin, Marina Shinkarenko
Organist: Kathy Strazzinski
Senior Choir Director: Sara Parks

Guest Musicians: Leah Elenbaas, euphonium; P. David
Allen, euphonium; Chris Adams, tuba;
Tom Bronken, tuba; Sara Parks, vocalist;

Jacob Schmeltzer, conductor

Audio Technician: Traci Zini
Livestream Technician: Traci Zini
Nursery: Mylee Muscoe
Flower Delivery: Amy Froiland
Refreshments: Kathy Godec
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No cash or checkbook? No problem.
You can donate through Venmo
or on our website at:
messiahlutheranmgqt.org/give

If you wish to designate your
donation to a specific fund, please be
sure to do so. Any undesignated
donations automatically go to our
general fund which supports the
entirety of our ministry.

Thank you for your generosity!

Messiah Evangelical
Lutheran Church

@messiahlutheranmqt
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