Welcome to
Messiah

We are a community
of grace where we
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love
God with our whole
heart and to love our
neighbors as our-
selves. We also seek
to be a welcoming
community for all
people. This includes
people of every race,
ability, sexual orien-
tation and gender
identity, ethnic back-
ground, economic
grouping, religious
affiliation, and politi-
cal persuasion. We
do this simply be-
cause God created all
people in God's own
image and Christ
Jesus came so all
people might have
abundant life. We
may not always be
perfect, but this is
our intention--all are
welcome!

Fourth Sunday in Lent

8:30 am - March 30, 2025
Messiah Evangelical 1utheran Church

PRELUDE

Variation in B minor—Cesar Franck
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit and face the cross at the back of
the sanctuary. The presiding minister will read the sections in plain text.
You are invited to read the bold portions.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 7 one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your for-
giveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have
turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold
us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of *F Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Al-
mighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Righteous Mercy”
0 ; | | - _ |
AL I { e o !

& e e & e e
e [ ~— I |
Since our child - hood you have taught us what is wrong
Though there's wide - ness in your mer - cy, let wus not
Far too of - ten we hold on - to an - ger dressed
o) | . . . — | |
Y I I I I I I I I N I I
| ] [ I % % ] [ I)

#’——d—d—d I - o ﬁ

D) ~ I
and what is right ~ Nur - tur - ing our sense of
a - buse that grace Called in - to this Chris - tian
as righ - teous - ness We for - get we serve a

8
Q I — i i — f T
A b | I (] | [ I | | | 7

" og o | 7 * o4 o - 1
e) ~— I | ~— I I

jus - tice, fuel-ing us to work and fight Keep that
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light - ing us a path  that's clear

as we  work toward  whole - ness still

to choose love in - stead of wrath
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

N
v

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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p. 138



Please be
seated.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with
your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us
at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Joshua 5:9-12

1"The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace
of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.

'UWhile the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the
evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. '' On the
day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, un-
leavened cakes and parched grain. > The manna ceased on the day they ate the
produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops
of the land of Canaan that year.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 32

! Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
> Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
> While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long,.
*For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
>Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave
me the guilt of my sin.
¢ Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trou-
ble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.



Please
stand
as you
are
com-
fortabl
ein
body
or spir-
it.

"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
¢TI will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will guide you with my eye.
?Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
! Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

' From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. " So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! '* All this is from God, who recon-
ciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; '’
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their tres-
passes against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. *’ So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2! For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p. 142
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Please
be seat-
ed.

Please
stand as
you are
comfort-
able in
body or
spirit.

GOSPEL Luke 15:1-7
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes
sinners and eats with them."

3So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after
the one that is lost until he finds it? "When he has found it, he lays it on his shoul-
ders and rejoices. °And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was
lost." Just so, I tell you, there will be mote joy in heaven over one sinner who re-
pents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON
MEDITATIVE MUSIC “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,




the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

God of faithful promise, make your church a new creation in Christ. As you rec-
oncile us to yourself, guide us also in your way of reconciliation, that through con-
fession and forgiveness, repentance and reparations, your church may bear witness
to your love. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of new beginnings, restore balance to the earth. Send rain to places of
drought and sunshine to places of flooding, that the produce of the land may
again support life. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of prodigal grace, unite the nations as fellow members of the human family.
Give leaders the courage to put aside pride and ego, to cease squandering lives and
time, and to work for the well-being of all. God, in your mercy, receive our pray-
er.

God of boundless love, receive with open arms any in need of compassion, espe-
cially... Embrace all who are far from home or estranged from loved ones, and all
who live with regret. Embolden your people to offer and to seek forgiveness.
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of radical inclusion, widen human citrcles to welcome all who atre excluded.
Bless the work of disability ministries, ministries by and with neurodivergent peo-
ple, and multicultural and ethnic-specific ministries; that the welcome of Jesus be
extended to all. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection life, welcome home all who have died. We thank you for their
lives and entrust them into your keeping, where true reconciliation and eternal
peace are found. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.



Please be
seated.

Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in body
or spirit.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM “As The Deer”

OFFERING PRAYER

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace

and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Please be
seated.

God of our weary years...

...For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the
Lord’s Death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

...Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen!

... Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen!

...all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God” p. 146
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#343 “My Song Is Love Unknown” »s. 74

2 Why should we tar - ry when Je - sus
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at my need his life did spend!
for his death we thirst and cry.
he his foes from thence might free.
#0608 “Softly and Tendetly Jesus Is Calling”
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Je-sus is call-ing, call-ing, “O  sin-ner, come home!”
BENEDICTION
Please ) ) )
stand as As you leave this place, may you find God in every messy middle.
Yo . | May you know that the world is l?igger Fhan two sides.
ble in May you trust that you are made in the image of God.
ls’;’i‘rlz' of May you move through this world with an open heart, with a curious mind, and

with the confidence that you do not go alone.
God is with you in the mountains, in the valleys, and everywhere in between.
Believe that good news. Amen.

SENDING HYMN #328 “Restore in Us, O God”
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2 O Spir-it, wake in us the won-der of your powr; from
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the full - ness of your joy; bap -
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new your im-age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow’.
tize us in the r1is - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

SENDING

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Little” Fugne in G minor—]. S. Bach
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Children belong in worship!
Worship kits and a nussery

. . i God calls us to welcome everyone!
space is available. God rejoices =

. . Messiah seeks to be a welcoming
in the joyful noise of children

1d 50 do we! community and to share the love of
and so do we! o =

God with our ncighbors. If you are

new, please introduce vourself to our

pastors.
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All are welcome at Jesus’ table!
During communion grape juice and gluten-free
options are available. Those not wishing to
commune may come forward for a blessing.
Those not able to come forward may receive

communion in their pew, please notify the usher.

Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church

A
AT

Worship should be accessible!

Hearing devices (and T-Coil) and
large print bulletins are available, We
mvite you to sit or stand as you are
comfortable. All gender and family

restroom [actlities are available on
the first level, please see signs in the

Narthex

God calls us to pray!

Private prayer requests may be made by wnting
them on the back of the Welcome Card. If you
would like to be added to the praver list or receive
a pastoral care visit, please contact the church
office.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan
906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmqt.org

Preacher: Pr. Andrew Plocher
Liturgist: Pr. Molly Hunter
Assisting Minister: Chris Harkness
Reader: Judy Quirk

Ushers: Joe & Chris Harkness

Communion Assistants:

Greeters:

Organist:

Senior Choir Director:
Audio Technician:
Livestream Technician:
Nursery:

Flower Delivery:
Refreshments:
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No cash or checkbook? No problem.
You can donate through Venmo
or on our website at:
messiahlutheranmgqt.org/give

If you wish to designate your
donation to a specific fund, please be
sure to do so. Any undesignated
donations automatically go to our
general fund which supports the
entirety of our ministry.

Thank you for your generosity!
Messiah Evangelical
Lutheran Church

@messiahlutheranmqt
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