
   

 

10:30 am - March 30, 2025  
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PRELUDE  
 
GATHERING HYMN                   
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
  Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit 

 
GATHERING HYMN                ELW #407 “O Living Breath of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of God who is in between, 
on the edge of faith, 
at the beginning of the wilderness, 
at the start of something new, 
And whose grace is everywhere. Amen.  

Welcome to  
Messiah 
 
We are a community 
of grace where we 
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love 
God with our whole 
heart and to love our 
neighbors as our-
selves. We also seek 
to be a welcoming 
community for all 
people. This in-
cludes people of 
every race, ability, 
sexual orientation 
and gender identity, 
ethnic background, 
economic grouping, 
religious affiliation, 
and political persua-
sion. We do this 
simply because God 
created all people in 
God's own image 
and Christ Jesus 
came so all people 
might have abun-
dant life. We may 
not always be per-
fect, but this is our 
intention--all are 
welcome!  
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
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The 
presid-
ing min-
ister will 
read the 
sections 
in plain 
text. 
You are 
invited 
to read 
the 
bold 
por-
tions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another: 
 
If God is a painter, let us be the brush. 
If God is a musician, let us be the song. 
If God is an architect, let us be the tools. 
Let us be the hands. 
Let us be the builders. 
But if God is a shepherd, who never stops seeking, 
let us be willing to be found, no matter how lost we feel. 
Our God is never far away. 
Forgive us for forgetting this good news. Amen. 
 
Family of faith, we are all a little bit lost and a little bit found. We grumble. We push back. 
We doubt God. We doubt ourselves. We leave the flock and lose our way. But fortunately 
for us, our God is a shepherding God who is always by our side.So hear and believe the 
good news of the gospel: No matter how far we wander, we can never wander from the 
bounds of God’s grace. We are loved.. We are not alone.  In the name of Christ you are 
forgiven Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spir-
it be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Shepherding God, You look for us. You search for us. You turn every corner and climb 
every mountain. You call our name until your voice is hoarse. When we lose our way, 
you never stop seeking after us. So once again we pray, find us in this moment. Look 
for us. And then surround us with your presence, so that we might feel you near. With 
hope we pray, with hope we listen. Amen.  
 
FIRST READING                             Joshua 5:9-12  
 
9 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” 
And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
  10 While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on 
the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11 On the day after the passo-
ver, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched 
grain. 12 The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israel-
ites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                    2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though 
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 
17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
be seat-
ed 
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everything has become new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors 
for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
LENTEN ACCLAMATION  
 
 

GOSPEL                    Luke 15:1-7 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them." 
3So he told them this parable: 4Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one 
that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 
rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, say-
ing to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' 7Just so, I 
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.  
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
in spirit. 
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SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                Meditative Song  “Breath, Listen & Notice” 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
 
We believe in a seeking God, 
a with-us and before-us God, 
a chasing-after-us God. 
We believe that no matter where we wander 
or what mountains we climb, this God— 

the God who walked the streets of Jerusalem, 
shook hands with lepers, 
patted children on the head, 
and told stories of love— 

is always close at hand. 
So on the good days and the hard days, 
on the mountains and in the valleys, 
We believe that we are always being found. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 
God of faithful promise, make your church a new creation in Christ. As you reconcile 
us to yourself, guide us also in your way of reconciliation, that through confession 
and forgiveness, repentance and reparations, your church may bear witness to your 
love. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
God of new beginnings, restore balance to the earth. Send rain to places of drought 
and sunshine to places of flooding, that the produce of the land may again support 
life. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
God of prodigal grace, unite the nations as fellow members of the human family. 
Give leaders the courage to put aside pride and ego, to cease squandering lives and 
time, and to work for the well-being of all. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
God of boundless love, receive with open arms any in need of compassion, especial-
ly... Embrace all who are far from home or estranged from loved ones, and all who 

Please be  
seated 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in 
body or 
spirit. 
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Please 
be  
seated 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

live with regret. Embolden your people to offer and to seek forgiveness. God, in your 
mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
God of radical inclusion, widen human circles to welcome all who are excluded. Bless 
the work of disability ministries, ministries by and with neurodivergent people, and mul-
ticultural and ethnic-specific ministries; that the welcome of Jesus be extended to all. 
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection life, welcome home all who have died. We thank you for their lives 
and entrust them into your keeping, where true reconciliation and eternal peace are 
found. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name 
of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                    “Rescue” by Lauren Daigle  
          Sara Parks, Vocalist with Celebration Band 
        
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the 
world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to shar-
ing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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...And so, we gather at this table, in the space between longing and fulfillment, remem-
bering that: 
 Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
… we give you thanks, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS            “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated. 
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  “Lost and Found” (A Sanctified Art) 
#1062  “Build a Longer Table” (All Creation Sings) 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

As you leave this place, may you find God in every messy middle. 
May you know that the world is bigger than two sides. 
May you trust that you are made in the image of God. 
May you move through this world with an open heart, with a curious mind, and with the 
confidence that you do not go alone. 
God is with you in the mountains, in the valleys, and everywhere in between. 
Believe that good news. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN              “Grave Into Gardens”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in body 
or spirit. 
Benedic-
tion: God 
blesses us and 
sends us in 
mission to the 
world. 
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SENDING  
 
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE  
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