
   

 

10:30 am - May 18, 2025  
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PRELUDE  
   
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
  Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit 

 
GATHERING HYMN            #1038 “God, We Gather as Your People” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to  
Messiah 
 
We are a community 
of grace where we 
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love 
God with our whole 
heart and to love our 
neighbors as our-
selves. We also seek 
to be a welcoming 
community for all 
people. This in-
cludes people of 
every race, ability, 
sexual orientation 
and gender identity, 
ethnic background, 
economic grouping, 
religious affiliation, 
and political persua-
sion. We do this 
simply because God 
created all people in 
God's own image 
and Christ Jesus 
came so all people 
might have abun-
dant life. We may 
not always be per-
fect, but this is our 
intention--all are 
welcome!  
 
 
 
 
 

5th Sunday in Easter 
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The 
presid-
ing min-
ister will 
read the 
sections 
in plain 
text. 
You are 
invited 
to read 
the 
bold 
por-
tions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Beloveds in Christ, 
Through the waters of baptism, 
We are brought into the family of God. 
The body of Christ is rich in Divine creativity, 
a community of people of many genders, races, body types and sizes, abilities and hungers, 
each a glimpse of God from a different angle. 
God claims us with delight. 
We claim one another as companions. 
 

In our baptismal vows, we promise to love and support each other, working together to 
resist evil, injustice, and oppression in all its forms – within us and around us. 
We need each other. 
 

Today, we remember that the love we encounter through these waters cannot be under-
mined by bigotry or hate, by exclusion or injustice. 
We are children of the Holy One, 
Siblings in the life of God. 
 

These family ties cannot be broken. 
No one and nothing has the power to turn us away from our Creator. 
The full embrace of God always extends to us. 
 

And so today, as we remember our baptism, 
we also remember that through this new life in Christ we are set free:  
To love wildly and to claim the power God has given us to turn from everything that 
destroys. Through God’s grace, we leave shame behind and rejoice in the Good 
News that sets the captives free. 
 

Let us pray, God of Life and God of Love, through this gift of water, you do miraculous 
things. The dust of past shame and guilt are washed away. The bonds of love are restored. 
The possibilities of new life emerge. May it be so for us today as we remember our bap-
tisms. May your Spirit be upon this water and all who gather, as we celebrate this Sacred 
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family to which you have called us. Strengthen us in love for one another as we renew 
our commitment to the pursuit of the Kingdom of God, where all your creatures and 
creations are beloved and free. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

HYMN OF PRAISE                          Gloria         
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our 
hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know 
goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                            Acts 11:1-18 
 
1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circum-
cised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and 
eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I 
was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something 
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and 
it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of 
prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; 
kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
be seat-
ed 
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ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What 
God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then 
everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to 
me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go 
with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers 
also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had 
seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who 
is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire household 
will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had 
upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 
said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If 
then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were si-
lenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the 
repentance that leads to life.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                 Revelation 21:1-6  
 
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he 
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Please 
stand 
as you 
are 
com-
fortable 
in body 
or in 
spirit. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please 
be  
seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL                           John 13:31-35 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him 
in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little long-
er. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am go-
ing, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY        WOV #644 “A New Commandment” sing twice 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

We believe in God above us,  
maker and sustainer of all life, 
of sun and moon, of water and earth, of all people. 
We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, 
the word made flesh, born of a woman, servant of the poor,  
tortured and nailed to a tree. 
A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. 
He descended into the earth to the place of death. 
On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present, 
and His kingdom will come on earth. 
We believe in God within us, 
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 
life-giving breath of the Church,  
Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
source of resurrection and of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
 
Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our procla-
mation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those often over-
looked in our communities. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of 
your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to preservation 
of wild places. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in body 
or spirit. 
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Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in pow-
er toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have sufficient re-
sources to live safely and with dignity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma, ex-
periencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing illness, especial-
ly... Wipe away every tear. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly marginalized 
because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of systemic oppression, and 
renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our collective body in this community 
and beyond. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love. Guide 
us by their example, until we join them in your eternal home. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with 
us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC               "O Worship the King " arranged by Sondra Tucker  
       Bell Choir 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
God, we have been made in your image. So, in your generosity, make us generous. In 
your faithfulness, make us faithful. With resurrection humming in our hearts, our minds 
are tuned to your song of peace! We joyfully present these gifts to you, a tangible chorus 
of thanksgiving, a harmony of hope for your kingdom come. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be  
seated 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in body 
or spirit. 
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It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

So today, we are full of Alleluias. 
… Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliv-
er us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS      “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated. 
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Please stand 
as you are 
comfortable 
in body or 
spirit. 
Benediction: 
God blesses us 
and sends us in 
mission to the 
world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#708  “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 
#1043 “Spirit, Open My Heart” 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 
BLESSING OF OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Go now in the joy of the Risen Christ. 
Live as those made new— 
blessed by the Creator, 
claimed by the Christ ☩, 
and stirred by the Spirit. 
Alleluia. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN        “God Who Moves the Mountains”  
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SENDING  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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