7th Sunday in Easter

10:30 am - May 25, 2025
Messiah Evangelical Iutheran Church

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit

Welcome to
Messiah

GATHERING HYMN #929 “Making Their Way”
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Je - sus’dis - ci-ples, oneand all. Gath-ered for wor-ship, of - fer-ing thanks,
learn-ing to walk in  Je-sus’ way. Mem-bers of Christ, u - nit - ed in love,
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the great-est with the least  have come to share this feast.
: they seek our God to know, and so to-geth-er grow.
dant life. We may to - geth-er we will come to our e - ter-nal home.
not always be per-

fect, but this is our THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
intention--all are
welcome! Beloveds in Christ,

Through the waters of baptism,

We are brought into the family of God.

The body of Christ is rich in Divine creativity,

a community of people of many genders, races, body types and sizes, abilities and
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The
presid-
ing min-
ister will
read the
sections
in plain
text.
You are
invited
to read
the
bold
por-
tions.

hungers,

each a glimpse of God from a different angle.
God claims us with delight.

We claim one another as companions.

In our baptismal vows, we promise to love and support each other, working together to resist
evil, injustice, and oppression in all its forms — within us and around us.
We need each other.

Today, we remember that the love we encounter through these waters cannot be undermined
by bigotry or hate, by exclusion or injustice.

We are children of the Holy One,

Siblings in the life of God.

These family ties cannot be broken.
No one and nothing has the power to turn us away from our Creator.
The full embrace of God always extends to us.

And so today, as we remember our baptism,

we also remember that through this new life in Christ we are set free:

To love wildly and to claim the power God has given us to turn from everything that
destroys. Through God’s grace, we leave shame behind and rejoice in the Good News
that sets the captives free.

Let us pray, God of Life and God of Love, through this gift of water, you do miraculous
things. The dust of past shame and guilt are washed away. The bonds of love are restored. The
possibilities of new life emerge. May it be so for us today as we remember our baptisms. May
your Spirit be upon this water and all who gather, as we celebrate this Sacred family to which
you have called us. Strengthen us in love for one another as we renew our commitment to the

pursuit of the Kingdom of God, where all your creatures and creations are beloved and free.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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Glo - ry to God in the

high - est, and on earth peace to peo - ple of good will. 1. We praise You, we

bless you, we a -dore You, we glo-ri -1y You, we give You thanks for Your great glo - ry.

Lord God, heav -en -1y King, O  God, al - might -y Fa - ther. 2.Lord Je - sus Christ,

on - ly Be - got - ton Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa - ther. You

take a - way the sins of the world, have mer - ¢y on us;

I !
ceive our  prayer; You are seat - ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther, have mer -cy on us. For

You a -lone are the Ho-ly One, You a -lone are the Lord, You a-lone are the Most High,
'y Ny 3 | | P '_3_‘ —3— - . ]
| VA I J S N - —| & | | g o o g /]

Je - sus  Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir - it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa - ther.



Please
be seat-
ed

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what
you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our
hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 16:16-34

1©One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit
of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. ' While
she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High
God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” ¥ She kept doing this for many days. But
Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus
Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

1 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. ?* When
they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our
city; they are Jews ' and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to
adopt or observe.” > The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them
stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. > After they had
given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep
them securely. ** Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fas-
tened their feet in the stocks.

»> About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them. *° Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and
everyone’s chains were unfastened. >’ When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors
wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the
prisoners had escaped. *° But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for
we are all here.” *’ The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling be-
fore Paul and Silas. *' Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to
be savedr” 3! They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and
your household.” ** They spoke the word of the LLord to him and to all who were in his
house. > At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he
and his entire family were baptized without delay. ** He brought them up into the house
and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become
a believer in God.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work.
T am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of
life and may enter the city by the gates.
10Tt is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am
the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
'"The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.”
And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
“0'The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
?I'The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL John 17:20-26

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus prayed:] ** “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, °' that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me
and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. ** The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as
we are one, >’ I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the
world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
4 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am,
to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation
of the world.

5 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know
that you have sent me. *°I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”



Please
be
seated

The Gospel of our

Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY #934 “Christ Is Living”
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1 Christ is liv - ing! Gone with sor-row! Tears and ter - ror, be no more.
2 For if Christ is not a - ris-en there is noth-ing to be-lieve.
3 Death is swal - lowed up in vic-try; sin has lost its poi-son sting.
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Christ is free of ev-'ry pow’r.
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seek the liv-ing Sav-ior in the haunts of deathand fear?
are, to dust re- turn-ing, but in Christ we are re-stored.
sure - ness of sal - va - tion let us sing, “Thanksbe to God!”
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Doubt dis - pel-ling, claim the

Christ is

BAPTISM
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vi - vel es - tas o - Ir

ris-en! Shout the

do- quier de - jad
good news so that all the world may hear.
tri - umph: Je - sus is the liv - ing Lord!
liv - ing! Spread the word of grace a - broad.

nue - vas por

ris-en! We are

Henrik Louis Love

God, who is rich in mercy and love....

Sponsors, do you p
I do.

resent Henrik Louis Love for baptism. If so, please respond, I do.

Parents, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
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have Henrik Louis baptized into Christ? If so, please respond, I do.
I do.

As you bring Henrik Louis to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsi-
bilities. ..

Do you promise to help Henrik Louis grow in the Christian faith and life?

I do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Henrik Louis in the Christian faith as you are em-
powered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in commun-
ion with the church?

I do.

People of God, do you promise to support Henrik Louis and pray for his new life in
Christ?
We do.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God...now and forever. Amen.

Jesus said, I am the light of the world.

Whoever follows me

will have the light of life.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

Welcoming God, you invite all people to come and encounter your love. Give your church
open hearts and minds to embrace all who seek your presence. Increase the capacity for co-
operation between denominations and congregations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Creating God, your might is seen in storms and in silence. Where drought threatens, bring
rain. Where waters flood, ease them back. Where fire, earthquake, hurricane, or tornado
destroy, shelter your people and restore your land. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Discerning God, fill the hearts of leaders with your passion for justice and mercy. Call the
nations of this world to tables of peace and collaboration. Encourage governments to seek
avenues of collective benefit and joy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, all people are held in your care. Accompany survivors of abuse, trauma, and
exploitation. Strengthen our resolve to listen and advocate on behalf of all who are unno-
ticed. Hear our prayers for those close to our heart, especially... Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Rejoicing God, be with this congregation as summer begins in the northern hemisphere.
Keep travelers safe. Keep the vulnerable cool. Invigorate summer ministry efforts in our
community, and support the well-being of children and young people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



Please be
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Please stand
as you are
comfortable
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spirit.

Loving God, the beginning and the end, you are with us throughout our lives. In gratitude
for the saints who have died, we look toward your coming again among us. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with
us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
SPECIAL MUSIC

OFFERING PRAYER

God, we have been made in your image. So, in your generosity, make us generous. In your
faithfulness, make us faithful. With resurrection humming in our hearts, our minds are
tuned to your song of peace! We joyfully present these gifts to you, a tangible chorus of
thanksgiving, a harmony of hope for your kingdom come. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - Iy Lord God of  hosts.

Heav - en and earth are  full  of Your glo - v Ho -san-na  in the high -

est. Bless - ed is He who comes in the name of  the Lord. Ho-
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san -na  in the high - est. Ho-san-na in the high -  est
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Please be
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Benediction:

God blesses us
and sends us in
mission fo the
world.

So today, we are full of Alleluias.
.. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God”
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#496  “One Bread, One Body”
#709  “When Our Song Says Peace”

BENEDICTION

God of all Creation,

May we meet you today and every day.
Guide us to be resurrection people.
Renew our hope and kindle our joy;

and send us to share the good news with others
Amen.



11 SENDING HYMN “God Who Moves the Mountains”

1.He is not con - fined,  He con - founds. He will not re - sign; He re - sounds. He is not  re - strained;

2.He 1is not sur - prised; He sur - rounds.  He can - not be stopped; He a - stounds.  He is draw-ing near,

hear the sound, oh hear the sound. Rocks are fall - ing, the bro - ken call -

hear the sound, oh hear the sound.

ing to the God who moves the moun - tains. You got - ta move this moun - tain. The earth is shak-

ing, the wea - ry wak - ing to the God who moves the moun - tains. You got - ta move this

You say, "Speak;" and we say, "Move." You say watch what You can do.

You say, "Trust," and then You prove You're the God who moves the

moun - tains, the God who moves the moun - tains. You say, "Speak:" moun - tains. Rocks are fall-

ing, the bro - ken call - ing to the God who moves the moun - tains. You got-ta move this

moun - tain. The earth is  shak - ing, the wea - ry wak - ing to the God who moves the

moun - tains. You got - ta move this moun - tain. Rocks are fall moun - tain.
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SENDING

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluial Alleluial
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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