
   

 

10:30 am - September 14, 2025   
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING HYMN     ACS #1024 “Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to  
Messiah 
 
We are a commu-
nity of grace where 
we live out Jesus' 
commandment to 
love God with our 
whole heart and to 
love our neighbors 
as ourselves. We 
also seek to be a 
welcoming com-
munity for all peo-
ple. This includes 
people of every 
race, ability, sexual 
orientation and 
gender identity, 
ethnic back-
ground, economic 
grouping, religious 
affiliation, and 
political persua-
sion. We do this 
simply because 
God created all 
people in God's 
own image and 
Christ Jesus came 
so all people might 
have abundant 
life. We may not 
always be perfect, 
but this is our in-
tention--all are 
welcome!  
 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
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The presid-
ing minister 
will read the 
sections in 
plain text. 
You are 
invited to 
read the 
bold por-
tions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen. 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE        #154 “Kyrie” 
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HYMN OF PRAISE       “This is the Day”           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who 
go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary 
to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
 FIRST READING             Exodus 32:7-14  
 
7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out 
of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from 
the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and 
have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot 
against them and I may consume them, and of you I will make a great nation.” 
  11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent 
that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the 
face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring dis-
aster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you 
swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like 
the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descend-
ants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the LORD changed his mind about the 
disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
be seat-
ed 
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Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                        1 Timothy 1:12-17  

12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he con-
sidered me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had 
acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full ac-
ceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the 
foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an example to those who would 
come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, 
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       “Jazz Alleluia” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                              Luke 15:1-10  
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sin-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
in spirit. 
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ners and eats with them.” 
  3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the 
one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoul-
ders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neigh-
bors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell 
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
  8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light 
a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY            ACS #1047 “What Is the World Like” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be  
seated 
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Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
We believe in God above us,  
maker and sustainer of all life, 
of sun and moon, of water and earth, of all people. 
We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, 
the word made flesh, born of a woman, servant of the poor,  
tortured and nailed to a tree. 
A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. 
He descended into the earth to the place of death. 
On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present, 
and His kingdom will come on earth. 
We believe in God within us, 
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 
life-giving breath of the Church,  
Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
source of resurrection and of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the times when we 
have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to your gospel of love. Empower us to 
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live as a community of mercy. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and harmed this 
earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for all you have made, and 
grant us wisdom and strength to take action toward restoring your creation to its full-
ness. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. Instruct them to 
make just decisions that serve the common good. Make them instruments of your 
mercy in the world, working to heal divisions and promote peace. God of grace, re-
ceive our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to those 
who are sick, grieving, or in pain, especially... Give us compassionate hearts to accom-
pany those who are hurting and courage to work for justice and mercy. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. Supply us 
with humility to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another and generosity 
to extend mercy when we have been wronged. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. Console those 
who mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. God of grace, receive our pray-
er. 
 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and friend. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC         “This Little Light of Mine” Celebration Choir 
                               
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us 
to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for 
us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be  
seated 
 
 
 
Please stand 
as you are 
comfortable 
in body or 
spirit. 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right —  
our joy and our calling—- 
 … we lift our hearts and join the ancient hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...So we remember. 
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We remember his life, 
his death, 
his rising from the grave. 
 
We proclaim the mystery of  our faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
… Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliv-
er us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS              “Lamb of God” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated. 
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Please stand 
as you are 
comfortable in 
body or spirit. 
 
Benediction: 
God blesses us and 
sends us in mission 
to the world. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
#807 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
#471 “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING HYMN      “Go Now With God”   

English Verses only  
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SENDING  

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Liturgist:   Pr. Molly Hunter 
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