
   

 

10:30 am - October 26, 2025   
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PRELUDE   "Fantasy on Ein Feste Burg" Brass Quintet 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING HYMN        #504 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to  
Messiah 
 
We are a commu-
nity of grace where 
we live out Jesus' 
commandment to 
love God with our 
whole heart and to 
love our neighbors 
as ourselves. We 
also seek to be a 
welcoming com-
munity for all peo-
ple. This includes 
people of every 
race, ability, sexual 
orientation and 
gender identity, 
ethnic back-
ground, economic 
grouping, religious 
affiliation, and 
political persua-
sion. We do this 
simply because 
God created all 
people in God's 
own image and 
Christ Jesus came 
so all people might 
have abundant 
life. We may not 
always be perfect, 
but this is our in-
tention--all are 
welcome!  
 
 

Reformation Sunday 
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The presid-
ing minister 
will read the 
sections in 
plain text. 
You are 
invited to 
read the 
bold por-
tions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen. 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE        #154 “Kyrie” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE       “This is the Day” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in eve-
ry age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING              Jeremiah 31:31-34  
 

31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the cov-
enant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my 
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the 
LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, 
for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING             Romans 3:19-28  
 

19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 
For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 
law comes the knowledge of sin.   
21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested 
by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
be seat-
ed 
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through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbear-
ance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the pre-
sent time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the 
faith of Jesus. 
  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of 
works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith 
apart from works prescribed by the law.  
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       “Jazz Alleluia” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                                           Luke 18: 9-14  
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
9 [Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
and regarded others with contempt:10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Phar-
isee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collec-
tor, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven but was beating his breast 
and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his home 
justified rather than the other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
in spirit. 
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SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                 ACS #1066 “By Grace We Have Been Saved” 

 
 

RITE OF CONFIRMATION Isabelle and Grayson Beaudoin 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
I renounce them.  
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them.  
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

Please be  
seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in body 
or spirit. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.  
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ.  
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to 
God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation. 
 
Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed by your word. Di-
rect your church to be united in word and deed so that all creation knows the uniting and 
transforming power of the gospel. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide those who work to 
restore and renew creation. Preserve and care for endangered species throughout the world. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the norm on your 
earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for peace and justice. Unite our politicians 
with a common mission and purpose. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people who are incarcer-
ated. Give hope to people experiencing housing or employment insecurity, oppression, or 
discrimination. Heal those who are ill, especially... Be our stronghold at all times. God of 
grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to understanding and recon-
ciliation between people of other faiths and other Christian traditions in our community. 
Mend hurt feelings and heal wounds we have caused one another. God of grace, receive our 
prayer. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints. Give us hope in your 
son’s victory through the cross. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 



7  

 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC       
  
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us 
to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for 
us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right —  
our joy and our calling—- 
 … we lift our hearts and join the ancient hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be  
seated 
 
 
Please stand 
as you are 
comfortable 
in body or 
spirit. 
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...So we remember. 
We remember his life, his death, his rising from the grave. 
We proclaim the mystery of  our faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
… Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS              “Lamb of God” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated. 
 
 
 
 



9  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
#1023 “God Alone Be Praised” 
#1048 “Founded on Faith” 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Go forth into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold fast that which is good. 
Render to no one evil for evil. Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the 
afflicted. Show love to everyone.  Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN            “Your Grace Is Enough” by Matt Maher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand 
as you are 
comfortable in 
body or spirit. 
 
Benediction: 
God blesses us 
and sends us in 
mission to the 
world. 
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SENDING  
 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Liturgists:  Pr. Andrew Plocher  
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Ushers:   Katie Michels 
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Pianist:   Jacob Schmeltzer 
Organist:   Kathy Strazzinski 
Band Members:  Tom Bronken, Darren Smith, Ross Larson 
Brass Quintet:  Jake Schmeltzer-trumpet, Randy Veale-trumpet, 
   Matt Mitchell-horn, Gordon Erickson– trom- 
   bone, Tom Bronken-tuba, Seth Milano-timpani 
Audio Technician:  Dan Zini 
Livestream Technician: Traci Zini 
Projection Technician: Abby LaForest 
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