
   

 

8:30 am - November 30, 2025 
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

First Sunday of  Advent 

PRELUDE                  
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS & TEMPLE TALK 
 

Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit. The presiding minister will read the sec-
tions in plain text. You are invited to read the bold portions.  
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 
 
In a world full of fear, where do you see hope? 
I see hope when I look to the next generation. I feel hopeful when we gath-
er together. I know hope, deep in my bones, when we dream of a better 
world. 
You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us. 
Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. May this 
flicker of light help us remember that we have reason to hope. 
 

Hear these words of the Prophet Isaiah: 
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.” 
—Isaiah 9:2 

 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 
# 247 “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” verses 1 and 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to   
Messiah 
 
We are a com-
munity of grace 
where we live 
out Jesus' com-
mandment to 
love God with 
our whole heart 
and to love our 
neighbors as 
ourselves. We 
also seek to be a 
welcoming 
community for 
all people. This 
includes people 
of every race, 
ability, sexual 
orientation and 
gender identity, 
ethnic back-
ground, eco-
nomic group-
ing, religious 
affiliation, and 
political persua-
sion. We do this 
simply because 
God created all 
people in God's 
own image and 
Christ Jesus 
came so all 
people might 
have abundant 
life. We may not 
always be per-
fect, but this is 
our intention--
all are welcome!  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Friends, if you long to feel closer to God, then the Prayer of Confession is a step 
in the right direction. For in the Prayer of Confession, we lay our hearts before 
God. We pour out the truth of our lives. We do not hide anything from our Cre-
ator, and in that simple act, God somehow always feels closer. 
 
So join me in this prayer. Join me as we invite God to draw closer, to break in 
here. 
 
Ever-present God, 
we long to feel you close. 
We long to feel your presence in our lives. 
We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world. 
However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in 
our midst. 
Forgive our rushing and distractions. 
Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this space. 
Remind us that even in the time of Herod, 
even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen. 
 
Family of faith, 
even when we doubt God’s presence, 
even when we fail to notice God’s fingerprints in this world, 
God is always moving closer to us. 
Hear and believe the good news this Advent season: 
Nothing can keep God’s love away. 
We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.  
 
GATHERING HYMN                    #436 “Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying” 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                 p. 147  ELW “Kyrie”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
With-us God, in the time of Moses, you spoke through water in the desert and a pil-
lar of  smoke. In the time of the judges, you spoke through the prophets. In the time 
of Herod, you spoke through angel choruses and unlikely miracles. In every time you 
have been speaking. So today, in our time, we ask that you would speak again. Break 
through the chatter and the distraction of our weary minds and speak to us once 
more. With hope we pray, Amen.  
 
BELL CHOIR         “Twas the Moon in Wintertime” 
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FIRST READING                Isaiah 2:1-5  
 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2 In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob, 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4 He shall judge between the nations 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5 O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD! 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM             Psalm 122 
 
  1 I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 2 Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 3 Jerusalem is built as a city 
  that is at unity with itself; 
 4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 
 5 For there are the thrones of judgment, 

Please 
be seat-
ed. 
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  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
  “May they prosper who love you. 
 7 Peace be within your walls 
  and quietness within your towers. 
 8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
  I will seek to do you good.” 
 
SECOND READING               Romans 13:11-14 
 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believ-
ers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                              Matthew 24:36-44  
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in 
body or 
spirit.   
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the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner 
of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not ex-
pect.” 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 
MEDITATIVE MUSIC (instrumental)         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in 
body or 
spirit. 
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the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 
God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and 
strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your 
ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower 
us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out 
words of hate and transform them into words for building up community. Re-
make implements of war to sow peace. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and com-
panions who are ill or despairing, especially... Surround all with care and consola-
tion. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and rela-
tionships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, 
counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, 
bring us with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a 
home. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
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SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM          “Advent Dialogue” 
  
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the 
world signs of your kingdom come. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy 
…we lift our voices in praise, joining their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
… 
As we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we remember Christ’s love— 

Please 
be seat-
ed.  
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
com-
fortable 
in body 
or spirit.  
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not distant, 
But poured out in every time of fear. 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Come now, Holy Spirit. 
… In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS                      “Lamb of God”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated. 
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#252 “Each Winter as the Year Grows Older” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#438 “My Lord, What a Morning” 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Whatever fear you carry, 
you do not carry it alone. 
 
Go— 
with love that speaks louder than fear, 
with hands open to grace, 
with just enough courage for today. 
 
The good news is still true. 
God is still here. 
You are not alone. 
 
In the name of the One who calls you, � 
walks with you, 
and goes ahead of you— 
go in peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in  
body or 
spirt.  
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SENDING HYMN                  #253 “He Came Down” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SENDING 
 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE       
 
 
 
 



15  

 



16  

 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan 

906.225.1119  —  www.messiahlutheranmqt.org 

Preacher:   Pr. Andrew Plocher 
Liturgists:  Pr. Molly Hunter 
Assisting Minister:  Marina Shinkarenko 
Reader:   Brenda Blett 
Ushers:   Anne Rydholm, Sten Taube 
Communion Assistants: Mike Coyne, Marina Shinkarenko 
Greeters:   Chris Harkness, Marina Shinkarenko 
Organist:   Kathy Strazzinski 
Senior Choir Director: Sara Parks 
Bell Choir Director: Judy Quirk 
Audio Technician:  Dan Zini 
Livestream Technician: Traci Zini 
Nursery:   Maddie Dykema 
Flower Delivery:   
Refreshments:   

 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements: 
Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All Rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103648. Music printed by permission under OneLicense 
#A-703344. Scripture is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission.  


