
   

 

8:30 am - December 14, 2025 
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Third Sunday of  Advent 

PRELUDE  &  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 
 

In a world full of fear, how do we find joy? 
We find joy in connection, in laughter, in honest conversation, in acts of 
kindness. 
Joy does not shy away from hard truths. 
Today we light the candle of joy as a reminder that joy is real, even in strug-
gle. 

Hear these words of the Prophet Isaiah: 
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing.” 
—Isaiah 35:1–2 
 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 

# 247 “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” verses 1 and 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to   
Messiah 
 
We are a com-
munity of grace 
where we live 
out Jesus' com-
mandment to 
love God with 
our whole heart 
and to love our 
neighbors as 
ourselves. We 
also seek to be a 
welcoming 
community for 
all people. This 
includes people 
of every race, 
ability, sexual 
orientation and 
gender identity, 
ethnic back-
ground, eco-
nomic group-
ing, religious 
affiliation, and 
political persua-
sion. We do this 
simply because 
God created all 
people in God's 
own image and 
Christ Jesus 
came so all 
people might 
have abundant 
life. We may not 
always be per-
fect, but this is 
our intention--
all are welcome!  
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Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit. The presiding minister will read the sections in 
plain text. You are invited to read the bold portions.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Friends, often in life, when we make mistakes, we want to keep those mistakes to 
ourselves. We don’t want to advertise our blunders. We don’t want to highlight 
our failings. We can be tempted to brush those things under the rug and move 
on. 
 
But when it comes to God, there is nothing we need to brush under the rug. 
God welcomes and loves our full, honest, messy selves—blunders and all. 
 
So let us go before God in prayer, trusting that there is nothing we need to hide 
from our Creator. Let us pray. 
 
Courageous God, 
you invite us to live into our call. 
You invite us to act, to serve, and to trust. 
Instead of responding with a resounding “yes,” 
we often hide our face. 
We dig our heels in. 
We look for someone else to volunteer. 
Spark courage in us. 
Remind us that every person is capable of making a difference. 
Remind us that even when we’re scared, we are not alone. 
You invite us forward. 
With baby steps we hope, 
we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Family of faith, 
no matter where your path has led you in the past, today is a new day. 
So join me in declaring this good news: 
We are known. We are forgiven! We are sent to serve. 
May we step forward in faith, always moving closer to God’s call. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                                 “O Come, Take Heart” 

GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 



4  

 

 KYRIE                 p. 147  ELW “Kyrie”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Holy One, the story of this season is not a new one. We’ve heard this tale before. 
We’ve seen the nativities, watched the plays, sung the songs, witnessed the children 
act it out. The story of this season is not a new one, and yet we long to hear it as if it 
is. So spark our spirits awake. Call forth awareness, attention, and reverence in us. 
Allow us to hear this ancient tale with brand new ears. With hope we pray, Amen.  
 
FIRST READING         Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 
    4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 
 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
 and before you were born I consecrated you; 
 I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 
boy.” 7 But the Lord said to me, 
 “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy,’ 
 for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 
 and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
 8 Do not be afraid of them, 
 for I am with you to deliver you, 
 says the LORD.” 
9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me, 
 “Now I have put my words in your mouth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
be seat-
ed. 
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 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
 to pluck up and to pull down, 
 to destroy and to overthrow, 
 to build and to plant.”  
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM              Psalm 146:5-10 
 
5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the captive free. 
 8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are 
bowed down; 
  the LORD loves the righteous. 
 9 The LORD cares for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wick-
ed. 
 10 The LORD shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
 
SECOND READING          James 5:7-10 
 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The 
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it re-
ceives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at 
the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                         Luke 1:26-38  
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
  26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed 
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And 
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is 
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impos-
sible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 
MEDITATIVE MUSIC (instrumental)                  “Love Has Come” 

Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in 
body or 
spirit.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise 
to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 
God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and liberation. 
Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation, that all may place 
their hope in you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is barren, sow 
seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, and creatures that 
thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn their 
attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of compassion and 
care in all who govern. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We pray especially 
for . . . In uncertain times, remind us of the promise spoken to our ancestors in faith. 

Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit. 
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God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release. 
Strengthen the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of poverty, and 
welcoming the immigrant. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died in 
faith. May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM                  “Lost In The Night” 
  
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of trembling hearts and trembling hands, we bring these offerings—
fragments of our lives, symbols of our hope—trusting that you will bless and 
multiply them for work that casts out fear and makes room for love. As we now 
draw near to your table, remind us that generosity is not just a moment but a way 
of life, and that your good news is louder than fear. Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy 
…we lift our voices in praise, joining their unending hymn: 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
be seat-
ed.  
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit.  
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… 
As we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we remember Christ’s love— 
not distant, 
But poured out in every time of fear. 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Come now, Holy Spirit. 
… In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS                      “Lamb of God”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#251 “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please be 
seated. 
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#260 “The King Shall Come” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in  
body or 
spirt.  
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BENEDICTION 
 
Whatever fear you carry, 
you do not carry it alone. 
 
Go— 
with love that speaks louder than fear, 
with hands open to grace, 
with just enough courage for today. 
 
The good news is still true. 
God is still here. 
You are not alone. 
 
In the name of the One who calls you, � 
walks with you, 
and goes ahead of you— 
go in peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN             #242 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 
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SENDING 
 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE          
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan 

906.225.1119  —  www.messiahlutheranmqt.org 

Preacher:   Pr. Molly Hunter 
Liturgist:   Pr. Andrew Plocher 
Assisting Minister:  Marin Shinkarenko 
Reader:   Fred Maynard 
Ushers:   Joe & Chris Harkness 
Communion Assistants: Dave Blomquist, Mike Coyne, Marina Shinkarenko 
Greeters:   Tom & Amy Froiland 
Organist:   Kathy Strazzinski 
Senior Choir Director: Sara Parks 
Audio Technician:  Dan Zini 
Livestream Technician: Traci Zini 
Nursery:   Mylee Muscoe 
Flower Delivery:  Kathy Godec 
Refreshments:  Linda Berry, Diane Adams 
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