
   

 

10:30 am - December 21, 2025   
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PRELUDE    
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS & TEMPLE TALK 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

In a world full of fear, how do we love boldly? 
We love by standing up for the oppressed, by speaking truth, by of-
fering grace, by showing up. 
Love is more than a feeling—it’s an action. 
Today we light the candle of love as a commitment to love boldly, 
fully, and well. 
 
Hear these words of the Prophet Micah: 
“What does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?” 
—Micah 6:8 

 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 
# 266 “All Earth Is Hopeful”   all verses 

Welcome to  
Messiah 
 
We are a com-
munity of grace 
where we live 
out Jesus' com-
mandment to 
love God with 
our whole heart 
and to love our 
neighbors as 
ourselves. We 
also seek to be a 
welcoming com-
munity for all 
people. This 
includes people 
of every race, 
ability, sexual 
orientation and 
gender identity, 
ethnic back-
ground, eco-
nomic grouping, 
religious affilia-
tion, and politi-
cal persuasion. 
We do this 
simply because 
God created all 
people in God's 
own image and 
Christ Jesus 
came so all peo-
ple might have 
abundant 

Fourth Sunday of  Advent 
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life. We 
may not 
always be 
perfect, 
but this is 
our inten-
tion--all 
are wel-
come!  
 
 
The presid-
ing minister 
will read the 
sections in 
plain text. 
You are 
invited to 
read the 
bold por-
tions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Friends, every day we are given choices— 
the choice to be a friend, to be an ally, to extend a welcoming hand. 
Some days we choose wisely, but from time to time, we inevitably get it wrong. 
 
That is one of the many reasons we need the Prayer of Confession. 
In this moment of prayer, we are able to practice the art of forgiveness. 
So join me in this transformative moment. 
Join me receiving grace. Let us pray. 
 
When you were afraid, 

did I stay by your side? 
Did I offer my hand, 
or did I leave you alone? 

When you were afraid, 
did I choose solidarity? 
Did I see your fear, 
or did I only see mine? 

Friend, none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes. 
Fortunately, God offers grace, and we do too. 
So take a deep breath, and let’s start again. 
Thank you. Your mercy is a gift. 
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Now we must ask— 
when you were afraid, 
did we stay by your side? 
Did we offer our hands, 
or did we leave you alone? 

When you were afraid, 
did we choose solidarity? 
Did we see your fear? 
Or did we only see ours? 

Friends, none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes. 
Fortunately, God offers grace, and I do too. 
So take a deep breath, and let’s start again. 
Thank you. Your mercy is a gift. 
We accept your grace and would love to start again. 
May it be so, with God’s help. 
Alleluia, Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN                                 #906 “No Wind at the Window” 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  
 
  
  
  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Immanuel, We turned off alarm clocks. We poured cups of coffee. We slipped shoes 
onto our feet and combed back fly-away hairs. We traveled to this room and settled into 
this space, all in hopes of drawing closer to you. So as we hear your Word read aloud, 
help us to feel your presence in our midst. For we are reaching out our  hands. We are 
reaching out our hearts. Speak to us now. With hope we pray, Amen. 
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HANDBELL CHOIR          "On Jordan's Banks/People, Look East!"  

 
FIRST READING                            Isaiah 41:5-10 
 
   5 The coastlands have seen and are afraid; 
  the ends of the earth tremble; 
  they have drawn near and come. 
 6 Each one helps the other, 
  saying to one another, “Take courage!” 
 7 The artisan encourages the goldsmith, 
  and the one who smooths with the hammer encourages the one who strikes the 
anvil, 
 saying of the soldering, “It is good,” 
  and they fasten it with nails so that it cannot be moved. 
 8 But you, Israel, my servant, 
  Jacob, whom I have chosen, 
  the offspring of Abraham, my friend; 
 9 you whom I took from the ends of the earth 
  and called from its farthest corners, 
 saying to you, “You are my servant; 
  I have chosen you and not cast you off”; 
 10 do not fear, for I am with you; 
  do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
 I will strengthen you; I will help you; 
  I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.  
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                      Romans 1:1-7 
 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 
the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for 
the sake of his name, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Please be 
seated 
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Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
in spirit. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                 Matthew 1:18-25 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
  18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be preg-
nant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with 
her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.  
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
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SERMON 
 
MEDITATIVE MUSIC  (instrumental)             “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
        
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise 
to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 
In the anticipation of these days, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our spirits 
through the gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together we proclaim 
your advent among us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our hearts 
with wonder as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for justice and 
care for the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in the faces of our 
neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Please be  
seated 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand 
as you are 
comfortable 
in body or 
spirit. 
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When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt over-
whelms us, come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the challenges of 
depression, or who are ill, especially... God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with communities of 
support. Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in ways that provide safety for 
all children and those who care for them. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service. 
Strengthen our earthly journeys until, at the last, your face shines upon us and we are 
held in your in love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC             "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming" Celebration Choir 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
God of trembling hearts and trembling hands, we bring these offerings—fragments of 
our lives, symbols of our hope—trusting that you will bless and multiply them for work 
that casts out fear and makes room for love. As we now draw near to your table, remind 
us that generosity is not just a moment but a way of life, and that your good news is 
louder than fear. Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and it is necessary —  
 … and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be  
Seated. 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in body 
or spirit. 
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...As we eat this bread and drink from this cup, 
we remember the mystery at the heart of  our faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
… Until that day when every fear is undone, 
and every table is filled, 
and every voice sings again: 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliv-
er us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS                        “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#901 “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” 
#905 “We Are Waiting for Jesus” 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Whatever fear you carry, 
you do not carry it alone. 
Go— 
with love that speaks louder than fear, 
with hands open to grace, 
with just enough courage for today. 
The good news is still true. 
God is still here. 
You are not alone. 
In the name of the One who calls you, + 

 
Please be 
seated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in body 
or spirit. 
Benedic-
tion: God 
blesses us and 
sends us in 
mission to the 
world. 
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walks with you, 
and goes ahead of you— 
go in peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                 “Prepare The Way” by Nick Hebert          
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SENDING  
 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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