Welcome to
Messiah

We are a com-
munity of grace
where we live
out Jesus' com-
mandment to
love God with
our whole heart
and to love our
neighbors as
ourselves. We
also seek to be a
welcoming
community for
all people. This
includes people
of every race,
ability, sexual
orientation and
gender identity,
ethnic back-
ground, eco-
nomic group-
ing, religious
affiliation, and
political persua-
sion. We do this
simply because
God created all
people in God's
own image and
Christ Jesus
came so all
people might
have abundant
life. We may not
always be per-
fect, but this is
our intention--
all are welcome!

4th Sunday after Epiphany

8:30 am - February 1, 2026
Messiah Evangelical 1utheran Church

PRELUDE Reflection on “Blest Are They” Leng

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit. The presiding minister will read the sec-
tions in plain text. You are invited to read the bold portions.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN #977 “Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table”
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1 Look who gath-ers at Christ’'s ta - ble! Hear the sto - ries
2 Clouds of light sur - round the ta - ble; an - cient fol - low -
3 Their sad sto - ries are re - peat - ed in a thou-sand
4 Bring your joy and bring your sad - ness, and pre - pare to
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that they bring.  Some are weep -ing; some are laugh - ing;
ers ap - pear, saints con - fess - ing  how they wres - tled
dif - f'rent ways, but  they share one thing in  com - mon:
be sur - prised by the host whose hands are wound - ed,
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some have songs they want to sing. Oth - ers ask why they’'re in -
with their guilt, their doubt and fear. Pe - ter tells of his de -
they all end in thanks and praise for the host who has in -
who will o - pen wide your eyes when he bless-es bread and
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vit - ed, bur - dened by the wrong they’ve done. Christ in - sists they
ny - ing Christ was ev-er in  his sight; Paul re- lates his
vit - ed north and south and east and west to  con-verge a-
breaks it— truth and man-na from a - bove!— and then pass - es
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all are wel-come. There is room for ev - 'ry - one.
fruit - less ef - forts  to ob - lit - er - ate the light.
round this ta - ble, where all life s fed and blest.
wine that wa - kens in your heart the taste of love.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE p- 120 ELW “Kyrie”
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let us
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have  mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have  mer-cy.

Qo




0 prm———

yin d — T
0y o = ¢ P I 4
\‘j/ = [ L

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God in the high -est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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I Lord God, heav-en -ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we  praise you for your glo-ry.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are
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seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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3 For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you  a-lone are the Lord,

Gloria pg. 121
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you a-lone arethe Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly
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Glo-ry toGod inthe high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly
and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance
in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Micah 6:1-8
Please ' Hear what the LORD says:
:cel seat- Rise, plead your case before the mountains,

and let the hills hear your voice.
> Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

> “O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
“For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Mitiam.
> O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”




0 “With what shall I come before the LORD
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

" Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

“ He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 15

' LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
>Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
’they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
‘In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the
LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
> They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

1“The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. '’ For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
“0Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ! For since, in the wisdom




Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in
body or
spirit.

of God, the wotld did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. ** For Jews ask for signs
and Greeks desire wisdom, ** but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to gentiles, ** but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. *> For God’s foolishness
is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

’0 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by hu-
man standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. " But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
wortld to shame the strong; ** God chose what is low and despised in the world,
things that are not, to abolish things that are, >’ so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. **In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, °' in
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12

Glory to you, O Lord.

'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down,
his disciples came to him. > And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
> “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
H“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
0 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be

filled.
" “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.



¢ “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

7 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. !> Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!
Please
be seat- | SERMON
ed.

HYMN OF THE DAY #710 “Let Streams of Living Justice”
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up -on the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peacethat will not end,
3 Your cl - ty'sbuilt to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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give  free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let  all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your  har - mo - ny 1is lan - guage; we are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead-ing, the  work -ers claim their rights,

Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;

Our faithk we find in ser - vice, our  hope in oth - ers” dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us il our thread of life is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er-ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow'r;
Ogreat weav -er of our fab - ric, bind church andworld in  one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried,
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a - bol -ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.
dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-er; your  life—the Cru - ci - fied.
APOSTLES’ CREED
Please
stand as

you are I believe in God, the Father almighty,
comfort- | creator of heaven and earth.

il;lg in I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
y or X -
spirit. who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.
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Please
be seat-
ed.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do
justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray
for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God, receive our

prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for
the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diver-
sity of life on earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and
respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, jour-
nalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, pov-
erty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to safety.
Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way, especially... Merciful God, receive
our prayet.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and
for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model
love for their neighbor and care for others. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed
humbly with you. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend

all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Je-
sus our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM “To Thy Table, 1.ord”
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Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in body
or spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, we offer our gifts to you today, trusting in your promise that you are
indeed the One who heals, who proclaims good news to the poor, and who
brings hope to those in despair. As we give, we are reminded of your humble
presence in the world and your invitation to follow you with hearts full of trust
and faith. May our offerings reflect the joy we find in the assurance that, all
things are made new through your love for us. We pray in your holy name.
Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to you, Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho - san-na in the
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:

... Together as the body of Christ,
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Please be
seated.

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Son,

... all our sins and sorrows will be no more.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate,

... that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Holy and benevolent God,

... with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God”
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of the world; have mer - cy on

0] p—— . —
) AT ) T K ] =
y - 4 —— A P — . —
0y —4 3 1 4 e 19 9 4 I -
¢ [ s ] [ J
J v
us Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the
0 (e p— \
| A I N I I I | T Ty | | I N ]
b 1 |/ o I I | 1 1 & | | | 1/ |
HOY & [ ] e [ P | A & [ | | [ ]
I\j/ b \ = [ B4 | [ = ]
world; have mer cy on us Lamb of God, you
() pe—— s .
e —F—F 1
6 e o010 ¢ lo |
J L4 T
take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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#714 “O God of Mercy, God of Light”

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
may we each other’s burdens share;
may we, where help is needed, there
give help as though to you.

#1062 “Build a Longer Table”
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1 O God of mer - cy, God of  light, in love and
2 You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost
3 Teachus the les - son Je - sus taught: to  feel for
4 For all are kin - dred, far and wide, since Je - sus
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mer - cy m - fi - nite, teach us, as ev - er
world might  hear your  call; oh, hear us lest we
those  his blood  has bought, that ev - 'ty deed and
Christ  for all has  died; grant us the  will, and
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in your  sight, to live our lives in you.
stray  and fall! We rest our  hope in you.
word and  thought may work a work for you.
grace pro - vide, to love them  all in you.

6 And may your Holy Spirit move

all those who live in you.

all those who live to live in love,
till you receive in heav’n above
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a high-er  wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg-er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long-er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - iles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not  fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar-ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi-sions end.
Christ will breach the  jail wall, free-ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

Please POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

stand as
you are

comforta- | BENEDICTION

ble in
body or

spit. The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN #6069 “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” vs 1, 3, 5
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in  pain;
5 Com-mit your hearts to seek  the  paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!

SENDING

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Swiss Noel with 1 ariations - Daguin
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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church

Children belong in worship!

Worship kits and a nursery .

- . . c a God calls us to welcome everyone!
space is available. God rejoices .

. : A Messiah seeks to be a welcoming

in the joyful noise of children ¢

| i st community and to share the love of
and so do <l -

God with our neighbors. If you are
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Worship should be accessible!
Hearing devices (and T-Coil) and
lange print bulletins are avalable. We
mnvite you to sit or stand as you are
comfortable. All gender and family

restroom facilities are available on

new, please introduce yourself to our the first level, please see signs in the

pastors. Narthex.
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are welcome at Tesus® table! .
All are welcome at Jesus’ table! God calls us to pray!
Private prayer requests may be made by wnting

them on the back of the Welcome Card. If you

During communion grape juice and gluten-free
options are available. Those not wishing to
commune may come forward for a blessing. would like to be added to the prayer list or receive

Those not able to come forward may receive a pastoral care visit, please contact the church

communion in their pew, please notify the usher. ofthice.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan
906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmaqt.org

P.reacher: Pr. Molly Hunter No cash or checkbook? No problem.
Liturgist: Pr. Andrew Plocher You can donate through Venmo
ASSiSting Minister: Dave Blomquist or on our website at:
Reader: Louise Reichert messiahlutheranmqt.org/give
Ushers: Sam Elder, Bruce Robertson " 161 50
. . . . . . you wish to designate your
Communion Assistants:  Mike Coyne, Beth Krznarich, Judy Quirk dotiafions sspedificimed, plesss be
Greeters: Al & Gail Edgar sure to do so. Any undesignated
Organist: Kathy Strazzinski donations automatically go to our
Senior Choir Director: Sara Parks general fund which supports the
Audio Technician: Dan Zini entlrety of ourministey.
Livestream Technician: Traci Zini Thank you for your generosity!
Nursety: Sarah Bleckiner u yours ’
Flower Delivery: Shati Brugman Messiah Evangelical
fw very g Lutheran Church
RC reshments. @messiahlutheranmqt
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