Welcome to
Messiah

We are a commu-
nity of grace
where we live out
Jesus' command-
ment to love
God with our
whole heart and
to love our
neighbors as our-
selves. We also
seek to be a wel-
coming commu-
nity for all peo-
ple. This includes
people of every
race, ability, sexu-
al orientation and
gender identity,
ethnic back-
ground, econom-
ic grouping, reli-
gious affiliation,
and political per-
suasion. We do
this simply be-
cause God creat-
ed all people in
God's own image
and Christ Jesus
came so all peo-
ple might have
abundant life. We
may not always
be perfect, but
this is our inten-
tion--all are wel-
comel!

" GATHERING HYMN

Third Sunday in Lent

10:30 am - March 8, 2026
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

“Beautiful Things”

VERSE 1 & 2

1. All  this pain. I won - der if Il ev-er find my way, I won -der if my
2. All  this earth. Could all that is lost ev-er be found, Could a gar - den
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life could real - ly change at all.
come up from this ground at all?
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You make beau - ti - ful things, You make beau - ti - ful things out of us.
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be - ing found in You.



The presid-
ing minister
will read the
sections in
plain text.
You are
invited to
read the
bold poz-
tions.

mak - ing me new. You make me new, You are mak - ing me new.

You make beau - ti - ful things, You make beau - ti - ful things out of the dust.
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You make beau - ti - ful things  You make beau - ti - ful things out of us.
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You make beau - ti - ful things,
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You make beau - ti - ful things out of the dust.
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You make beau - ti - ful things out of us.




CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

Friends, we are like the disciples.
The day that Jesus fed 5,000, his disciples could not imagine a solution to the crowd’s hunger.
They

told Jesus to send the crowds away.

We often do the same.
Like the disciples, we try to follow Jesus around, but when we run into issues, we often cannot
imagine how we could play a patt.

That is why we need the Prayer of Confession.
For in this prayer, we remember that we can make a difference.

So friends, join me in this moment of truth telling.
Join me in prayer:

Holy God,
with you the impossible is possible.
5,000 can be fed.
The blind can see.
The hopeless can find hope.
With you the impossible is possible,
but we are quick to forget that.

We look at our hurting world and tell ourselves that nothing can be done.
We forget that you empowered the disciples to feed the crowd.
We forget that you are always with us.

Forgive our small-minded ways.

Forgive us for doubting that change could ever come.

But even more so, forgive us when we refuse to be a part of it.
With hope for a better tomorrow we pray, Amen.

Family of faith,

no matter how many mistakes the disciples made,

Jesus still washed their feet. Jesus still fed them. Jesus still called them beloved.
The same is true for you and me, so hear and believe this good news:

today is a new day, and once again, we belong to God.

We are forgiven. We are called. We are not alone.

What good, good news. Amen!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.



KYRIE

Leader: In peace, let us pray
to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - - ¢y
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For the peace from above and for our
salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the world, and for the well
being of the church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have  mer - cy.
For this holy house, for all who
offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord,
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Help, Save, comfort and defend
us gracious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, we could press our ear to the page, hoping to hear you more clearly. We could si-
lence all the alarms and notifications, hoping to catch a murmur of your voice. We could still
our beating hearts, and still we might miss your voice. So today we pray, open up space in our
hearts, in our spirits, in our minds, to feel your presence among us. With you, anything is possi-
ble. We believe. Help our unbelief. Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 17:1-7

Please | ' From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the
be LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. ?
seated | The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them,
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?”  But the people thirsted there for
water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt,




Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in body
or in spirit.

to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” * So Moses cried out to the LLORD,
“What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” > The LORD said to
Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. I will be standing there in front
of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people
may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. " He called the place Massah and
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among
us or not?”’

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 95

! Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
>Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
3 For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
>'The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
© Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
"For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s
hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voicel!
¢ “Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
?There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.
10 Forty years I loathed that genertion, saying,
“The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’
I Indeed I swore in my anger,
“They shall never come to my rest.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Please be
seated

Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in
body or
spirit.
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Let us lis - ten care-ful - ly and al - low our hearts to be stirred.
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GOSPEL Mark 6:32-44 & Ephesians 3:20-21
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 6:32-44:

32 And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them
going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived
ahead of them. 3* As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd, and he began to teach them many things. 3>
When it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is
now very late; 30 send them away so that they may go into the surrounding country and villages
and buy something for themselves to eat.”” 37 But he answered them, “You give them something
to eat.” They said to him, “Are we to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give
it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves have you? Go and see.” When
they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 3 Then he ordered them to get all the peo-
ple to sit down in groups on the green grass. 4’ So they sat down in groups of hundreds and of
fifties. 4! Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke
the loaves and gave them to his disciples to set before the people, and he divided the two fish
among them all. 2 And all ate and were filled, 43 and they took up twelve baskets full of broken
pieces and of the fish. 4 Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men.

Ephesians 3:20-21:

20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, 2! to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON
MEDITATIVE MUSIC “What Wondrous Love is This” Messiah’s Handbell Choir

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe God’s goodness overflows—
unexpected, uncontained—

and so we live with open hands.

God is good. We will live it.



We believe love of God

and love of neighbor

are one life—

and so we practice mercy.
God is good. We will live it.

We believe what we place in God’s hands,
however small,

becomes enough—

and so we share what we have.

God is good. We will live it.

We believe the vulnerable belong at the center—
and so we protect their dignity.
God is good. We will live it.

We believe justice, mercy, and faithfulness
are the weight of the kingdom—

and so we follow Jesus

into courageous love.

God is good. We will live it.

The good news is still good.
And we will live it.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its
needs.

O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons, bishops, and all
servants of your gospel the endurance that produces character and the hope that will never disap-
point. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing with drought, and
bring relief to places damaged by floods. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and peoples, and recon-
cile all humans across the lines of race, class, nationality, moral conviction, religion, and all else
that divides or oppresses. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who need nourishment.
Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy to any in need, especially... Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.



Please be
Seated.

Please stand
as you are
comfortable
in body or
spirit.

When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through the joyful noise we
make and bless the work of our church musicians and musical ensembles. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We remember all
who have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you bring us the hope of sharing in your glory.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SPECIAL MUSIC “We Shall Overcome” Celebration Choir
OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God, we bring what we have—ordinary gifts, honest offerings. Receive them, bless
them, and make them enough. Let them become good news: bread for the hungry, welcome for
the vulnerable, justice shaped by mercy. Take what we place in your hands and use it to form us
into a people who live what we believe. For your goodness overflows, and we are grateful to
share in it. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
... we join the unending hymn:
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Bles - sed is the Son of God who died at Cal -va - ry. took on our sins and
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-yond com - pare. Let us praise You with joy - ful sound.
Holy are you,

... We proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

... now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God”
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world, grant us peace. Grant us peace. Grant us peace.




“Human Minds Just Can’t Imagine”
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Hu-man minds just can’t i - ma-gine all that God can bring
God, ex - pand our dreamsand vi - sion when we think our gifts
Like the grains of wheat are ga-thered from the vast and roll -
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when we join to share Still we fol - low where Christ leads us,
an - swer when you «call You who gave us time and ta - lents
fruit the wine will yield We re - mem-ber as one bo - dy,
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-er in the work vyou've gi - ven us to do
pro - fess - ingg we be - long to God’s own heart
#922 “When We Are Tested”
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1 When we are test - ed and wres - tle a - lone,
2 When in the des - ert we cry for re - lief,
3 When we are tempt - ed to bar - ter our  souls,
4 When we have strug - gled and searched throughthe  night,
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lift us to lovee.  you be - yond sign and test,
teach us  to wor - ship and praise on - ly you,
Sav - ior, sur - round us with cir - cles of care,
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food that sus - tains wus by night and by day.
trust - ing  your pres - ence, our on - ly true rest.
seek - ing  your will in  the work that  we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and  of prayer.
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN “Tremble”
VERSE
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l.Peace, bring it all to peace.  The storms sur - round - ing me, let it break
2.8till,  call the sea to still, the rage in  me to still, ev-'ry wave
3Breathe, call these bones to live, call these lungs to sing. Once a - gain,
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at Your name. at Your name. Je - sus, Je - sus,
I will praise.

You make the dark - ness trem - ble.

Je - sus, Je - sus, You

si - lence fear.
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Je - sus, Je - Sus.
SENDING
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.
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