
   

 

April 5, 2026 
8:30 am 
Messiah Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

EASTER 
SUNDAY 

PRELUDE         “Awake, My Heart, With Gladness” &  
         “This Joyful Eastertide” 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION & ASSURANCE 
 
Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit 
 
Friends, on Easter Sunday we remember that the world did its 
worst to God. 

The world battered and bruised, 
betrayed and abandoned, 
crucified and buried our living God. 

And despite it all, Jesus still chose to return. 
Jesus rose again and immediately went to work spreading God’s 
love to the very people who had hurt 
him. So hear me when I say, there is nothing you can do that could 
keep God’s love at bay. 
 
With that good news mind, let us go to God in prayer, trusting that 
Jesus Christ loves, claims, and seeks us. 
 
Friends, let us pray: 
 
Gracious God, 
we want to be Easter people. 

Welcome to Messiah 
 
We are a community of 
grace where we live out 
Jesus' commandment to 
love God with our 
whole heart and to love 
our neighbors as our-
selves. We also seek to 
be a welcoming com-
munity for all peo-
ple. This includes peo-
ple of every race, abil-
ity, sexual orientation 
and gender identity, 
ethnic background, eco-
nomic grouping, reli-
gious affiliation, and 
political persuasion. We 
do this simply because 
God created all people 
in God's own image 
and Christ Jesus came 
so all people might 
have abundant life. We 
may not always be per-
fect, but this is our in-
tention--all are wel-
come!  
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We want to shout your good news from the rooftop. 
We want to follow the disciples, who ran to look for you. 
We want to follow the angels, who said, “Be not afraid,” 

but we are afraid. 
And we don’t know where to look. 
And we are worried we’ll say the wrong thing. 

So forgive us, for we are imperfect Easter people. 
We are best intentions and best laid plans. 
We are an out-of-tune chorus of “alleluias.” 
We are on our way, but we are not there yet. 

Show us how to embody your good news in this world. 
Show us how to be your Easter people. 
With hope for tomorrow, we pray, Amen. 
 
Family of faith, 
even when we are an out-of-tune chorus of “alleluias,” we belong to God. 
Jesus died and rose for you. And there is nothing that could keep God’s love at bay. 
So join me in this good news declaration: 
Through Jesus Christ we are seen, saved, loved, and claimed. 
This is the good news of the gospel! Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN            #365 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE          pg. 147  
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THIS IS THE FEAST       pg. 149 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Holy One, all over the world, people are gathering to hear the same story. All over the 
world, people are gathering to hear how death lost its sting. All over the world, people 
are gathering together, praying for a glimpse of you. So like our neighbors all over the 
world, we pray, be here. Speak to us today. Soften the calloused parts of our hearts until 
we can sense your Holy Spirit in our midst once more. With eagerness and hope, we run 
to the tomb. We sing alleluia. We bow our heads. We listen for you. Amen.  
 
FIRST READING                                Acts 10:34-43  
 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
be 
seated. 
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35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did 
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but 
to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 
is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testi-
fy about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM             Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD. 
 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation. 
 22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
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 23By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
SECOND READING                            Colossians 3:1-4  
 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on 
the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him 
in glory. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           pg. 151 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                      Matthew 28:1-10  
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him 
the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not 
here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they 
left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Je-
sus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit.   
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worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers 
and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                      #361 “The Day of Resurrection!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, 
let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dis-
pel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 
 
Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the 
earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards 
of all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where vi-
olence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit 
to transform and redeem. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and 
afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain, especially... Reveal yourself to them 
as the Risen One. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 

Please stand 
as you are 
comfortable 
in body or 
spirit 
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Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrec-
tion. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in 
word and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your res-
urrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God, re-
ceive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM    “Canticle for Easter Day” 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs 
of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our true vine. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please 
be seat-
ed.  
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit.  
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In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
...And we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
  
...all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
All are welcome to come and receive Holy Communion. Jesus welcomed everyone to the table and so do 
we. The ushers will dismiss you down the center aisle. You will receive a piece of bread and either eat it  

and drink from the common cup at the center of the aisle or dip it into the cup on your right or left. 
There is also a gluten free wafer available and white grape juice. If you or a child do not want to receive 

communion, please cross your hands over your chest.  
 
COMMUNION HYMNS     ELW p. 146  “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated.  
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#826  ELW  “Thine the Amen” 
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#379  ELW  “Now the Green Blade Rises” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#374  ELW  “Day of Arising” 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER & BLESSING 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                   ELW  #376 “Thine Is the Glory” 
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SENDING 
 

   Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE       “Lift High the Cross” - Brass Quintet and Organ  
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan 

906.225.1119  —  www.messiahlutheranmqt.org 

Preacher:    Pr. Andrew Plocher   
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Reader:    Louise Reichert 
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Organist:    Kathy Strazzinski 
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Audio Technician:   Dan Zini 
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