
   

 

8:30 am - April 12, 2026 
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday of  Easter 

PRELUDE          “Dunlap’s Creek” - Biery 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

Welcome to 
Messiah 
 
We are a community 
of grace where we 
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love 
God with our whole 
heart and to love 
our neighbors as 
ourselves. We also 
seek to be a welcom-
ing community for 
all people. This in-
cludes people of 
every race, ability, 
sexual orientation 
and gender identity, 
ethnic background, 
economic grouping, 
religious affiliation, 
and political persua-
sion. We do this 
simply because God 
created all people in 
God's own image 
and Christ Jesus 
came so all people 
might have abun-
dant life. We may 
not always be per-
fect, but this is our 
intention--all are 
welcome!  
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GATHERING HYMN                         #532 “Gather Us In” 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                pg. 147  
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THIS IS THE FEAST        pg. 149 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
God of the open grave and the locked room, you meet us where fear has shut us in and breathe 
your peace into the places we have sealed against the night. Give us faith that does not wait for 
certainty, and the courage to reach out our hands and find you there. Send us from our hiding 
places into the world you love, bearing witness to the life that death could not hold. Through 
Jesus Christ, who stands among us still, in the power of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. Amen.  
 
HANDBELLS        “Lead Me, Lord” 
 
FIRST READING         Acts 2:14a, 22-32  
 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow Israel-
ites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of 
power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this 
man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him 
from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David 
says concerning him,  
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
be 
seated. 
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 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died 
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that 
God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 
Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,  
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM               Psalm 16 
 
 1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3 But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips. 
 5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8 I have set the LORD always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11 You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 
SECOND READING                                         1 Peter 1:3-9  
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3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are 
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 
7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, 
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are 
receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           pg. 151 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                        John 20:19-31  
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where 
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples re-
joiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit.   
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not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                        #635 “We Walk by Faith” 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
be seat-
ed.  
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stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit 
 
  



9  

 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 
pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. 
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 
 
Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders of 
creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to recon-
ciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their nations. Mer-
ciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way, especial-
ly... Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for 
them. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our 
care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the 
church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious pres-
ence. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to 
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
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SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM            “The Summons” 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Generous God, you gave us the one thing we could not earn or keep for ourselves -- life out of 
death, morning out of the grave. Receive what we return to you now: these gifts, this hour, our-
selves. Use them in the world you would not stop loving, that others might find, as we have 
found, that the stone has been rolled away. Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O God most mighty, 
O God most merciful... 
 
...This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Please 
be seat-
ed.  
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit.  
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Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen. 
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen. 
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen. 
 
O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal… 
...life in you, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS     ELW p. 146  “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#710  “Let Streams of Living Justice” 
#654  “The Church’s One Foundation” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be 
seated.  
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER & BLESSING 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
 Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN                        ELW  #723 “Canticle of the Turning” 
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SENDING 
 

   Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

     
    POSTLUDE      “Thaxted” - arr. Giamanco 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in  
body or 
spirt.  
 
Benedic-
tion: God 
blesses us and 
sends us in 
mission to the 
world. 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan 

906.225.1119  —  www.messiahlutheranmqt.org 

Preacher:    Pr. Andrew Plocher   
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Reader:    Fred Maynard 
Ushers:    Anne Rydholm, Sten Taube 
Communion Assistants:  Dave Blomquist, Beth Krznarich, Judy Quirk, Marina Shinkarenko 
Greeters:    Tom & Amy Froiland 
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