Welcome to
Messiah

We are a community
of grace where we
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love
God with our whole
heart and to love
our neighbors as
ourselves. We also
seek to be a wel-
coming community
for all people. This
includes people of
every race, ability,
sexual orientation
and gender identity,
ethnic background,
economic grouping,
religious affiliation,
and political persua-
sion. We do this
simply because God
created all people in
God's own image
and Christ Jesus
came so all people
might have abun-
dant life. We may
not always be per-
fect, but this is our
intention--all are
welcome!

Fourth Sunday of Easter

8:30 am - April 26, 2026
Messiah Evangelical Iutheran Church

PRELUDE “This Joyful Eastertide” Michael Burkbardt

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit

Alleluia!l Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (focal waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,

now and forever.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN #385 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”
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2 The Lord of life is ris'n this day; death’s might-y stone  is
3 Praise we in songs of vic - to - ry that love, that life  which
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of our king! To all the world glad news we bring:
rolled a - way; let all the eath re - joice and say:
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Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ial
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spir-
it be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys
of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please
be
seat-

ed. FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47

HANDBELL CHOIR “Christ is Alive!”




42| The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers.

+ Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the apos-
tles. ** All who believed were together and had all things in common; *> they would sell their pos-
sessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “° Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad
and generous hearts, *' praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 23

!'The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
>The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
*You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
+Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:19-25

191t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjust-
ly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure
when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. ! For to this you
have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
should follow in his steps.

22“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ** He himself bore our sins in his body on the
cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed. > For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION pg. 151



Please
stand as
you are
comfort-
able in
body or
spirit.

Please
be seat-
ed.
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.
GOSPEL John 10:1-10

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ! “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. * The one who enters by the gate is the shep-
herd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. > They will not fol-
low a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ¢
Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. ® All who
came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. !’ The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
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The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY #780 “Shepherd Me, O God”
Refrain
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1 God is my shep-herd, so noth-ing shall I want, I
2 Gent - ly you raise me and heal my wea-ry soul, you
3 Though I should wan - der the val - ley of death, I



Please
stand as
you are
comfort-
able in
body or
spirit.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray
for the needs of all creation.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness. Embolden
your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters of your grace.
We pray for military and prison chaplains setving near and far. Merciful God, receive our pray-
er.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct our hearts
in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. Merciful God, receive
our prayet.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for human
rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or vengeance.
Merciful God, receive our prayet.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or injured, espe-
cially... Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a community
where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing.
Metciful God, receive our prayet.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your love. At
our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.



Please be
seated.

Please stand
as you are
comfortable
in body or
spirit.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”
OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, you gave us the one thing we could not earn or keep for ourselves -- life out
of death, morning out of the grave. Receive what we return to you now: these gifts, this hour,
ourselves. Use them in the world you would not stop loving, that others might find, as we
have found, that the stone has been rolled away. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Lotd be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord.  Ho - san-na in the high - est

O God most mighty,
O God most merciful...
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Please
be seat-
ed.

Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in
body or
spirt.

Benedic-
tion: God
blesses us
and sends
us in mis-
sion to the
world.

...This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen.

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen.

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal...
..life in you, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW p. 146 “Lamb of God”
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

#764 “Have No Fear, Little Flock”
#778 “The Lord’s My Shepherd”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lotd look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN #789 “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead wus;  much we need your ten - der care.

2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;

3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;

4 Ear-ly let us seek your fa - vor, ear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a- stray.
you have mer-cy to re-lieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
bless-ed Lord and on-1ly Sav -ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.

SENDING

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

“In Thee is Gladness” J.5. Bach
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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
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Children belong in worship! e
Worship kits and a nursery

. . . e God calls us to welcome everyone!
space is available. God rejoices 4

: i . < Messiah seeks to be a welcomin
in the joyful noise of children g

and <o do wel community and to share the love of
ar vel S .

God with our neighbors. If you are
new, please introduce yourself to our

pastors.

Q000
241

All are welcome at Jesus’ table!
During communion grape juice and gluten-free
options are available. Those not wishing to
commune may come forward for a blessing.
Those not able to come forward may receive
communion in their pew, please notify the usher.
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Worship should be accessible!
Hearing devices (and T-Coil) and
large print bulletins are available. We
invite you to sit or stand as you are
comfortable. All gender and family
restroom facilities are available on
the first level, please see signs in the

-

God calls us to pray!

Private prayer requests may be made by writing
them on the back of the Welcome Card. If you
would like to be added to the prayer list or receive
a pastoral care visit, please contact the church
office.

Narthex.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church

305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan

906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmqt.org

Preacher: Pr. Steve Solberg

Assisting Minister: Brenda Blett

Reader: Chris Harkness

Ushers: Joe & Chris Harkness

Communion Assistants: ~ Beth Krznarich, Kathy Maynard, Marina
Shinkarenko

Greeters: Marina Shinkarenko

Organist: Jon Banitt

Senior Choir Director: Sara Parks

Bell Choir Director: Judy Quirk

Audio Technician: Dan Zini

Livestream Technician: Traci Zini

Nursery: Maddie Dykema

Flower Delivery: Gayle Van Osdol

Refreshments: Sherry Labbe, Penny Streeter
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No cash or checkbook? No problem.
You can donate through Venmo
or on our website at:
messiahlutheranmqt.org/give

If you wish to designate your
donation to a specific fund, please be
sure to do so. Any undesignated
donations automatically go to our
general fund which supports the
entirety of our ministry.

Thank you for your generosity!

Messiah Evangelical
Lutheran Church

@messiahlutheranmqt
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