
   

 

10:30 am - May 17, 2026 
Messiah Evangelical  Lutheran Church 

PRELUDE    

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit 
 

GATHERING HYMN           #1038 “God, We Gather as Your People” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to 
Messiah 
 
We are a commu-
nity of grace 
where we live out 
Jesus' command-
ment to love 
God with our 
whole heart and 
to love our 
neighbors as 
ourselves. We 
also seek to be a 
welcoming com-
munity for all 
people. This 
includes people 
of every race, 
ability, sexual 
orientation and 
gender identity, 
ethnic back-
ground, econom-
ic grouping, 
religious affilia-
tion, and political 
persuasion. We 
do this simply 
because God 
created all people 
in God's own 
image and Christ 
Jesus came so all 
people might 
have abundant 
life. We may not 
always be perfect, 
but this is our 
intention--all are 
welcome!  

7th Sunday of  Easter 
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The presid-
ing minister 
will read the 
sections in 
plain text. 
You are 
invited to 
read the 
bold por-
tions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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Please 
be seat-
ed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us 
with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your 
bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                         Acts 1:6-14  
 

6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
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ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, sud-
denly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholo-
mew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All 
these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including 
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                       1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  
 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If 
you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 
Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in 
due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep 
alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 
9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world 
are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, 
strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION                                          “Alleluia” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in body 
or spirit 
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GOSPEL                           John 17:1-11 
  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to 
do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your pres-
ence before the world existed. 
  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given 
to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they 
have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of 
the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in 
the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in 
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
     
HYMN OF THE DAY                          #748  “Bind Us Together” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be  
seated 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
In the dark before dawn, 
we believe that God is alive. 
In the midst of our grief, 
we believe the Spirit is at work. 
In the chaos of our broken world, 
we believe that love is on the loose. 
For no stone could keep God at bay, 
and no violence could keep God’s love from us. 
So today we sing, 
Alleluia! 
For somewhere in between our belief and doubt, 
hope lives. 
Christ has died, 
and Christ has also risen. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 
 
O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians, 
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God, receive our pray-
er. 
 
Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and animals, pro-
tect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made. Merciful God, re-
ceive our prayer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand 
as you are 
comfortable 
in body or 
spirit. 
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Please be 
seated.  
 
 
 
 
Please 
stand as 
you are 
comforta-
ble in 
body or 
spirit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, business lead-
ers, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. Soothe the 
anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their families, 
and heal the sick, especially... Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing signifi-
cant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment, and accompany us in 
our prayers during these times. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast faith of those 
who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all 
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “Love Like This" by Lauren Daigle, soloist, Sara Parks with Celebration Band  

OFFERING  

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Generous God, you gave us the one thing we could not earn or keep for ourselves -- life out of 
death, morning out of the grave. Receive what we return to you now: these gifts, this hour, our-
selves. Use them in the world you would not stop loving, that others might find, as we have 
found, that the stone has been rolled away. Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord…  
… with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
The risen Christ kept showing up at meals—on the road, on the shore, in the upper room. 
The Table was where the disciples knew him. It still is. Come: whether you are certain or still 
sorting things out, whether resurrection feels close or far. Christ sets this Table, and Christ 
invites you. You are welcome. 
When an usher invites you, come forward. 
At either station, receive bread and dip it into the wine (intinction); Or, if you prefer the common 
cup, receive bread at either station, eat it, and then step to the minister between the stations to drink from the 
shared cup; Gluten‑free wafers and separate wine or grape juice are available; If you prefer a 
blessing, come forward with your arms crossed. Return to your seat by the side aisles. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS                    “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be 
seated.  

 

 

 

 

 

(Each line led by song leader & repeated by congregation.) 
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#403   “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” 
#826   “Thine the Amen” 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER RECOGNITION 
 
Let us give thanks for the following leaders: Jen Bleckiner, Sarah Bleckiner, Paul & Mary Beth  
Carstens, Dave Echelbarger, Christine Thomas-Echelbarger, Emily Fitzpatrick & Rebecca Ulland. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Go now into the world  
that God refused to abandon. 
 
Go as people who have heard it:  
the stone has been rolled away.  
Death does not have the last word.  
The risen Christ is already out ahead of you. 
 
So look for him on the road.  
Look for him at the table.  
Look for him in the face of your neighbor. 
 
And may the God who creates and sustains you,  
the Christ who died and rose for you,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit. 

 

Benedic-
tion: God 
blesses us 
and sends 
us in 
mission to 
the world. 
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and the Spirit who moves through you  
go with you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN             "Firm Foundation” by Cody Carnes 
          
Christ is my firm foundation 
The rock on which I stand 
When everything around me is shaken 
I've never been more glad 
 
That I put my faith in Jesus 
'Cause He's never let me down 
He's faithful through generations 
So why would He fail now 
 
He won't He won't 
 
I've still got joy in chaos 
I've got peace that makes no sense 
So I won't be going under 
I'm not held by my own strength 
 
'Cause I've built my life on Jesus 
He's never let me down 
He's faithful in every season 
So why would He fail now 
 
He won't He won't 
He won't fail 
He won't fail  
 
He won't He won't 
He won't fail 
He won't fail No 
 
(Oh) Rain came and wind blew 
But my house was built on You 
(And) I'm safe with You 
I'm going to make it through 
 
(Oh) Rain came and wind blew 
But my house was built on You 
(And) I'm safe with You 
I'm going to make it through 
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Yeah I'm going to make it through 
'Cause I'm standing strong on You 
Yeah I'm going to make it through 
'Cause my house is built on You 
 
Christ is my firm foundation 
The rock on which I stand 
When everything around me is shaken 
I've never been more glad 
 
That I put my faith in Jesus 
'Cause He's never let me down 
He's faithful through generations 
So why would He fail now 
 
He won't He won't 
He won't fail 
He won't fail 
 
He won't He won't 
He won't fail 
He won't fail  
No  
 
SENDING 
 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE  
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Preacher:   Pr. Allan Johnson 
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Reader:   Nancy Hamlin 
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Greeters:   Nancy Skoog, Ellen Symons 
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Audio Technician:  Dan Zini 
Livestream Technician: Traci Zini 
Projection Technician: Inga Banitt 
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