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Welcome to
Messiah

We are a community
of grace where we
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love
God with our whole
heart and to love
our neighbors as
ourselves. We also
seek to be a wel-
coming community
for all people. This
includes people of
every race, ability,
sexual orientation
and gender identity,
ethnic background,
economic grouping,
religious affiliation,
and political persua-
sion. We do this
simply because God
created all people in
God's own image
and Christ Jesus
came so all people
might have abun-
dant life. We may
not always be per-
fect, but this is our
intention--all are
welcome!

16th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 am - September 13, 2026
Messiah Evangelical Iutheran Church

PRELUDE

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & TEMPLE TALK
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit

Blessed be the holy Ttinity, * one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess out sin.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through *F Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

#838 “Beautiful Savior”
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I Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a -  tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the  wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the  moon - light,
4 Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - Kkling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly Id love thee, tru - ly I'd serve thee,
Je - sus s fair - e Je - sus is  pur - er
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my  soul, my  joy, my CrOWN.
he makes our  sor -  rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gemng_()uch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spir-

it be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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0 Lord Je - susChrist, on-1ly Son of the Fa - ther,
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Please be
seated.
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho- ly
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and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21

1> Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” '° So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, '” ‘Say to Jo-
seph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.”
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph
wept when they spoke to him. '® Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said,
“We are here as your slaves.” ' But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place
of God? ? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in ordetr



to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. ! So have no fear; I myself will provide for
you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 103:1-13

! Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
> Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
’who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
‘who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
>who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
©O LORD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
"You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
¢ LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
?you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
0You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
' For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
15 As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.

SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12

"' Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. *
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. * Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for
God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.

>Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord.



Please
stand as
you are
comfort-
able in
body or
spirit.

Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain,
abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. ? For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.

10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. ! For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lotrd, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1280 then, each one of us will be held accountable.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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Al - le - lu - ia. You have the words of e - ter- nal life.

GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
Glory to you, O Lord.

I Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” * Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell
you, seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. > When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him, *>and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, togeth-
er with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. % So the slave fell
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” >” And
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. > But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred de-
narii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” ’ Then his fellow slave fell



Please be
seated.

Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in
body or
spirit.

down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” *’ But he refused;
then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. ! When his fellow slaves
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord
all that had taken place. > Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. ** Should you not have had mercy on
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tor-
tured until he would pay his entire debt. > So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY #605 “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”
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1 “For - give our sins as we for - give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
2 How can your par - don reach and bless the un - for-giv - ing heart
3 In  blaz - ing light your cross re - veals the truth we dim -ly knew:
4 Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers’ debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.
Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.



Please be
seated.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears
us.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to em-
body the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for farms
and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to
them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who feel
bound by their failures. Remember your children in need, especially... Hear us, O God. Your

mercy is great.

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of us to
welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember all
those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that
we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM “O The Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”



Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in body
or spirit.

OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from
you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service
to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lotd be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary...
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, ...
... almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.



10 THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, comel!

When an usher invites you, come forward.

At either station, receive bread and dip it into the wine (intinction); Or, if you prefer the common cup,
receive bread at either station, eat it, and then step to the minister between the stations to drink_from the shared
cup; Gluten-free wafers and separate wine or grape juice are available; If you prefer a blessing,
come forward with your arms crossed. Return to your seat by the side aisles.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God”
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace
#482 “1 Come with Joy”
#359 “Where Charity and Love Prevail”
POST COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER
Please
stand as BLESSING
you are
forta-
;?:;nom The God of love
body or draw you into full accord and one mind,
spirt.

in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.



11 The God of hope
Benediction: | grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
God blesses us through the interceding of the Spirit.
and sends us in
mission to the Amen.
world, The God of grace
T bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN #8064 “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”
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God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.

1 Praise, my soul, the
to our fore-bears in dis-tress.

2 God be praised for grace and fa - vor

3 Frail as sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it is gone;
4 An - gels sing in ad - o - ra - tion, in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for- giv - en,

ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.

God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.

but, as  mor-tals rise and per-ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a - tion, all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-ia!l Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005

Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

SENDING

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
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Children belong in worship! e S ) i
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and so do we!

All are welcome at Jesus’ table! God calls us to pray!

During communion grape juice and gluten-free Private prayer requests may be made by writing
options are available. Those not wishing to them on the back of the Welcome Card. If you
commune may come forward for a blessing. would like to be added to the prayer list or receive

Those not able to come forward may receive a pastoral care visit, please contact the church
communion in their pew, please notify the usher. office.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan
906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmaqt.org

Preacher:

Pr. Rell Spickerman Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church

Assisting Minister: Marina Shinkarenko @messiahlutheranchurchmgqt

Reader:
Ushers:

Communion Assistants: ~ Dave Blomquist, Beth Krznarich,

Greeters: Tom & Amy Froiland

Organist: Kathy Strazzinski

Senior Choir Director: Sara Parks

Audio Technician: Dan Zini b B R
Livestream Technician: Traci Zini E ’*?:1' :
Nursery: Maddie Dykema T‘ }%‘::'i,. 2
Flower Delivery: ] L-:.S"".'arﬁ'

Fred M d
rec aynan No cash or checkbook? No problem. Y ou can donate
Sten Taube

through Venmo or on our website at:

Grant Soltwisch messiablutheranmaqt.org/ give

Refreshments: Sten Taube ve n mo
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