
Messiah Lutheran Church 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 11, 2026 8:30 am

Welcome to Messiah

We are a community 
of grace where we 
live out Jesus’ com-
mandment to love 
God with our whole 
heart and to love our 
neighbors as our-
selves. We also seek 
to be a welcoming 
community for all 
people. This includes 
people of every race, 
ability, sexual ori-
entation and gender 
identity, ethnic back-
ground, economic 
grouping, religious 
affiliation, and politi-
cal persuasion. We do 
this simply because 
God created all peo-
ple in God’s own im-
age and Christ Jesus 
came so all people 
might have abundant 
life.  We may not al-
ways be perfect, but 
this is our intention-
-all are welcome!

The presiding min-
ister will read the 
sections in plain, you 
are invited to read 
the bold sections.
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Prelude			   Deck Thyself with Joy and Gladness - Walter

Welcome & Announcements & Temple Talk
Confession & Forgiveness  
(please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit) 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 

Gathering Hymn	        #880 “O God beyond All Praising” 
						      (next page) 



Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you.

Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day 
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and 
transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

Bell Choir	 							          “Jesus Shall Reign”
 
First Reading (please be seated)						      Isaiah 25:1-9
 1 O LORD, you are my God; 
  I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 
 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
 2 For you have made the city a heap, 
  the fortified city a ruin; 
 the palace of foreigners is a city no more; 
  it will never be rebuilt. 
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 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
 4 For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 
  5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, 
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7 And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the covering that is spread over all nations; 
  8 he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the LORD has spoken. 
 9 It will be said on that day, 
  “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm								              	       	 Psalm 23

1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
Second Reading							          	  Philippians 4:1-9

1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this 
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way, my beloved. 
  2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, 
my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, 
together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life. 
  4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, what-
ever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there 
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation (please stand as you are able in body or spirit)

Gospel						      			   Matthew 22:1-14

Glory to you, O Lord.

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been 
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell 
those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and 
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, 
and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go 
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves 
went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall 
was filled with guests.

6



“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wed-
ding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he 
was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into 
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but 
few are chosen.”

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon (please be seated)

Hymn of the Day			   		  #522 “As We Gather at Your Table”
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Apostles’ Creed (please stand as you are able in body or spirit)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen.
 
Prayers of Intercession
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 
 
Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the World Council of 
Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the world may know your undivided love. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of natural beauty and 
restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
 
We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all communities facing 
disasters and give your courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
 
We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick or suffering, 
especially... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
 
We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this congregation to open wide our 
doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
 



We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those who have gone before 
us. Hear us, O God.Your mercy is great.
 
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
Senior Choir Anthem							       “To Thy Table, Lord” 
 
Offering Prayer
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us 
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our 
neighbors, today and always. Amen.
 
The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy mighty, and merciful Lord …  
… almight Father, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
 

Holy Communion
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
When an usher invites you, come forward. 
At either station, receive bread and dip it into the wine (intinction); Or, if you prefer the common cup, receive 
bread at either station, eat it, and then step to the minister between the stations to drink from the shared cup; Glu‑
ten‑free wafers and separate wine or grape juice are available; If you prefer a blessing, come forward with your 
arms crossed. Return to your seat by the side aisles. 
 

Communion Hymns (please be seated)	  	       			      “Lamb of God”

 

#491 “Come, Let Us Eat” 
#462 “Now We Join in Celebration” 
 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer (please stand as you are able in body or spirit) 
 

Blessing of the Kits & Quilts



Blessing 
The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of grace 
+ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn	             		          			   #547 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”



Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan 

906.225.1119  —  www.messiahlutheranmqt.org

12

Preacher:			  Steve Solberg 
Assisting Minister:		 Chris Harkness 
Reader:			   Fred Maynard 
Ushers:			    
Communion Assistant:	 Dave Blomquist, Judy Quirk, Dan 	
			   Rabine 
Greeters:			  Chris Harkness, Marina Shinkarenko 
Organist:			  Kathy Strazzinski 
Senior Choir Director:	 Sara Parks 
Audio Technician:		  Dan Zini 
Livestream Technician:	 Traci Zini 
Nursery:			  Allison Brassard 
Flower Delivery:		  Shari Brugman 
Refreshments:		  Karen Kimar-Johnson 
 

Acknowlegdgements: Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103648. Music printed 
by permission under OneLicense#A-7043344 and CCLI #47843. 
Schripture is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
Copywright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used 
by permisison. All rights reserved.
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No cash or checkbook? No problem. 
You can donate through venmo or on our website  

at: messiahlutheranmqt.org/give.

If you wish to designate your donation to a specific fund,  
please be sure to do so. Any undesignated donations  

automatically go to our general fund which  
supports the entirety of our ministry.  

Thank you for your generosity!

 

Sending 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God.

Postlude									         In Babilone - Young


